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RECORDGROUP11 1 1

LEGISLATIVE PAPERS
1731-1911

The General Assembly prior 1o the Revolutionary War consisted of just the House of
Assembly and was overseen by the Governor of Pennsylvania who resided in Philadelphia.
With the advent of the Revolutionary War and the separation from Great Britain, a new
constitutional govemnment was formed in 1776. This new government was composed of a
President as the Chief Executive and a General Assembly made up of two distinct
branches, the House of Assembly and Legislative Council. This form of government
remained in place until revised by the Constitution of 1792. Under this new Constitution,
which became effective the following year, the Chief Executive was renamed the

Governor and the two branches of the General Assembly were retitled, the House of
Representatives and the Senate. o

Scope and Content

The primary function of the General Assembly was to administer the activities of the state

for the greater benefit of all, through enactment’s of laws, resolutions, and sound fiscal
policies.

Legislative Papers are an invaluable source for the study of history, especially to those in
the social and political fields. National issues of slavery and commerce are among the
controversial subjects that were given consideration. Discussion of such local concerns as
the damming of creeks, annulments of marriages and regulation of “swine running at
large” exhibit the everyday lifestyle of the local inhabitants.

Arrangement

The Legislative Papers are arranged chronologically by year, and then subdivided by
sessions or terms, held at least once a year and lasting anywhere from three weeks to three
months. Under each term, the records are alphabetically grouped under subject headings.
Included are: Accounts, the financial records of the State Treasurer and Auditor, receipts
of the members of the General Assembly, and others providing services for the State;
Acts and Bills, early drafts and amendments with deletions noted; Communications
correspondence of members, etc., especially from the President to the General Assembly;
Elections, the announcements for holding elections, bonds of elections officials and
messages from both Houses conceming election matters, e.g.: election disturbances;
Petitions, a formal address to the legislature from a citizen, group of citizens or an
organization to grant, deny or repeal requests for specific actions; Resolutions and
Reports, resolutions of both houses and committee reports of members appointed to
review particular matters; and Summons, official notices to General Assembly members

to convene, or for inhabitants to appear before the General Assembly. The bulk of the
collection covers the period 1775 to 1898.

Sources

Other related sources to consult are the Minutes of the Council 1776-1792; Proceedings
of the House of Assembly, 1776-1792 (two volumes); journals of both the House of
Representatives and the Senate; and the Laws of Delaware.
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1793 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (2)
Bills Lost
Communications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (3) .
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1793 May-Jdune Accounts
Acts (4)
Governor'’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions- Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation (2)

Reports
Resolutions

1794 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (2)
Bills Lost
Communications
Lottery - for Dover Court House
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1795 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (2)
Bills Lost (2)
Elections
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1




1796 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (4)
Bills Lost
Communications
Elections
Governor'’s Messages
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions
Resolutions - Chesapeake and

.Delaware Canal

1796 Nov. Acts
Elections
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Resolutions

1797 Jan. Accounts
Acts (3)
Bills Lost
Communications
Elections
Governor'’s Messages

Petitions -~ Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resolutions

Writs

1797 May-Jdune Acts
Conmunications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Transportation

1798 Jan. Accounts
Acts (2)
Bills Lost
Communications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2) —
Petitions - Transportation ‘
Reports
Resignations
Resolutions

-



1799 Jan.-Feb.

1800 Jan.

1800 Nov.

1801 Jan.

1802 Jan.-Feb.

Tk

Accounts

Acts (3)

Acts - Borough of Wilmington
Bills Lost

Elections

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resolutions (2)

Accounts

Acts (2)

Bills Lost

Communications

Elections

Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resolutions

Elections
Governor’s Messages
Resolutions

Accounts

Acts (4)

Acts - Private

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - New Castle Academy
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resignations

Resolutions

Accounts

Acts (2)

Bills Lost

Comnmunications

Elections

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (3)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation (2)

3




1802 Jan.-Feb. Reports
Resolutions

1803 Jan. Accounts
Acts (2)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost
Comnunications
Elections
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1804 Jan. Accounts
Acts (3)
Bills Lost
Communications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1804 Nov. Accounts
Communications
Elections
Resolutions

1805 Jan. Accounts
Acts (3)
Bills Lost
Communications
Elections
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Newark Acad. - (U of DE)
Petitions - Transportation
Petitions - Wilmington College
Reports
Resolutions

1806 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (2)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost

r\/\



1806 Jan.-Feb. Communications
Governor’s Messages
Impeachment - of Robert Hamilton
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Transportation (3)
Reports
Resolutions
Writs

1807 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (3)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost
Communications
Governor'’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1807 Aug. Acccounts
Acts
Bills Lost
Communications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1808 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (2)
Bills Lost
Conmunications
Elections
Governor’s Messages
Inpeachment of Robert Hamilton
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petititon - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - New Castle Academy
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions
Writs




1808 Nov.

1809 Jan.-Feb.

1810 Jan.-Feb

1811 Jan.-Feb.

Accounts
Acts
Elections
Resolution

Accounts
Acts (3)
Acts - Pri
Bills Lost
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Pettiions
Petitions
Reports
Resolution

Accounts
Acts (3)
Bills Lost
Elections
Governor’s
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions

S

vate

Divorce

Lotteries
Miscellaneous (3)
Negroes & Slavery
Transportation
Wilmington College

s

(2)

Messages

- Divorce

- Lotteries

- Miscellaneous (2)
- Negroes & Slavery
- Transportation

Prison Construction

Reports
Resignatio
Resolution
Writs

Accounts
Acts (3)

ns
s

Bills Lost

Governor’s
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petititon
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions

Petitions
Petitions

Messages

- Divorce
Elections - K. Co.
Elections - N.C.Co.
Elections - S. Co.
Lotteries
Miscellaneous
Negroes & Slavery
New Castle Academy -

(Seminary)

Newark Academy (U of D)
Transportation




1811 Jan.-Feb.

1812 Jan.-Feb.

1812 May

1812 Nov.

1813 Jan.-Feb.

Petition - Wilmington College

Reports

Resolutions

Resolutions - Chesapeake &
Del. Canal

Accounts

Acts (3)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

Communications

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Education

Petitions - Lotteries

Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)

Petitions - Negroes & Slavery

Petitions - Transportation

Proceedings against Benjamin
Blackiston

Proceedings against John Wilds

Reports

Resolutions

Rules - Bank of Delaware

Writs

Accounts
Acts

Bills Lost
Reports
Resolutions

Accounts

Elections
Governor’s Messages
Resolutions

Accounts

Acts (2)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Education
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Military
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
petitions - Transportation
Petitions - Wilmington College
Reports

Resolutions




1813 April

1813 May

1813 Aug.

1814 Jan.- Feb.

1815 Jan.-Feb.

Accounts

Acts

Bills Lost

communications

Governor’s Messages
Petititons - Miscellaneous
Reports

Resolutions

Accounts

Acts

Appointments

Governor'’s Messages
Petitions - Military
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Resolutions

Accounts

Acts - Private

Petitions - Miscellaneous
Resolutions

Accounts

Acts

Bills Lost (2)

Communications

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Education
Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resignations

Resolutions

Writs

Accounts

Acts (2)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

conmunications

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Divorce
Petitions Education
Petitions Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resolutions

Writs




1816 Jan.- Feb. Accounts
Acts (3)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
Communications
Governor’s Messages
Grievance Committee
Grievance Committee -Proceedings
against William Johnson
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions -~ Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resignations
Resolutions (2)
Writs

1816 Nov. ' Accounts
Elections
Resolutions

1817 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (3)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
Communications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
_Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports - Finances of the State
Reports
Resolutions
Writs

1818 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (4)
Bills Lost (2)
Comnmunications
Governor’s Messages
Grievance Committee
Petitions - DE College (U of DE)
Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries




1818 Jan.-Feb.

1819 Jan.-Feb.

1820 Jan.-Feb.

1820 Nov.

1821 Jan.-Feb.

Petitions - Miscellaneous (3)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery (2)
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resolutions

Accounts (3)

Acts (3)

Acts- Private

Bills Lost (2)

Elections

Governor‘’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions ~ Education
Petitions ~ Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Temperance
pPetitions - Transportation
Reports

Resignations

Resolutions

Accounts

Acts

Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Education
Petitions - Miscellaneous (3)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation (2)
Reports

Resolutions (2)

Accounts
Elections

Accounts

Acts (4)

Bills Lost (3)

Conmunications

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - DE College (U of DE)
Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery




1821 Jan.-Feb. Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions
Warrants

1822 Jan.-Feb. Accounts (2)
Acts (4)
Acts - Private
Bill Lost (2)
Comminications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - DE College (U of DE)
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Military
Petitions - Miscellaneous (3)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery (2)
Petitions - Temperance
Petitions - Transportation (2)
Reports
Resolutions
Writs

1823 Jan.-Feb. Accounts (2)
Acts (3)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
communications
Elections
Governor’s Messages
Grievance Committee
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Military
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Temperance
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions
Writs

1824 Jan.-Feb. Accounts (2)
Acts (2)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
communications
Elections
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce




1824 Jan.-Feb.

1824 Nov.

1825 Jan.~Feb.

1826 Jan.-Feb.

1827 Jan.-Feb.

Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Reports

Education

Lotteries

Military

Miscellaneous (2)

Negroes & Slavery
- Transportation

Resolutions (2)

Accounts
Petitions

- Miscellaneous

Resolutions

Accounts (2)

Acts (6)

Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
Communications
Governor’s Messages

Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Reports

- Divorce

- Education

- Lotteries

- Military
Miscellaneous (3)

- Negroes & Slavery

- Transportation

Resolutions

Accounts (2)

Acts (5)

Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
Communications

Governors
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Reports

Messages

- Divorce

- Education

- Lotteries

- Miscellaneous (3)

- Negroes & Slavery

- Transportation
Wilmington College

Resolutions

Accounts (2)

Acts (6)

Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
communications




.4

1827 Jan.-Feb.

1828 Nov.

1929 Jan.-Feb.

1830 Jan.

Governor'’s Messages

Petitions - Divorce

Petitions Education

Petitions - Lotteries

Petitions - Military

Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)

Petitions - Negroes & Slavery

Petitions - Transportation

Proceedings against John Robertson,
Justice of the Peace

Reports

Resolutions

Writs

Accounts

Acts

Bills Lost
Communications
Reports
Resolutions

Accounts

Acts (8)

Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
conmunications
Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)
Petitions Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Report

Resolutions

Accounts

Acts (2)

Acts ~ Private

Bills Lost

Communications

Elections

Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions Education
Petitions - Elections
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resolutions

13




1831 Jan. Accounts (2)
Acts (2)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
Communications
Governor’s MHessages
petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions Miscellaneous
petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1832 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (5)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost
Comnunications
Governor’s Messages
petitions - Divorces
petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (3)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Reports - Register of Prisoners
confined in the County Jails
Resignations
Resolutions
Writs

1833 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (5)
Bills Lost (2)
Communications
Governor’s Messadges
petitions —-.DE College (U of DE)
Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (5)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation (2)
Reports
Resignations
Resolutions

'
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1835 Jan.-Feb.

1835 July

1836 June

1837 Jan.-Feb.

Accounts

Acts (4)

Bills Lost (3)

Communications

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - DE College (U of D)

Petitions - Education

Petitions - Lotteries

Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)

Petitions - Negroes & Slavery

Petitions - Temperance

Petitions - Transportation

Reports

Reports - Journal of Committee to
settle with the State Treasurer

Resolutions

State House Commission (2)

Acts

Bills Lost

Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Transportation
Resolutions

Writs

Accounts

Acts (3)

Bills Lost

Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions -~ Transportation
Resignations

Resolutions

State House Commission

Accounts (2)

Accounts - State House

Acts (6)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost (2)

communications

Governor’s Messages (2)
Petitions - DE College (U. of DE)
Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (6)




1837 Jan.-Feb. Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
; Petitions - Temperance
pPetitions - Transportation (2)
Reports
Resolutions

1839 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Accounts - State House
Acts (4)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
communications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Temperance
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1841 Jan.-Feb. Accounts (2)
Acts (4)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
Communications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - DE College (U of D)
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Temperance
Petitions - Transportation
Petitions - Wesleyan Female Seminary
Reports
Resolutions

1843 Jan.-Feb. Accounts (2)
Accounts - State House
Acts (5)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
comnmunications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Daniel Moore Bates
Petitions - DE College (U. of DE)




1843 Jan.-Feb.

1845 Jan.~-Feb.

1847 Jan.-Feb.

Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)

Petitions - Negroes & Slavery

Petitions - Temperance

Petitions - Transportation

Petitions - Wesleyan Female College

(Univ. of Delaware)

Reports

Reports - Delaware College Lottery

Reports - Wilmington & Baltimore
Railroad Company

Resolutions

Writs

Accounts

Acts (3)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

Comnunications

Elections

Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions Education
Petitions Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Temperance

Petitions - Transportation (2)
Petitions - Transportation -
Chesapeake & Delaware Canal

Reports

Reports - Superintendent of Free
Schools in Kent County

Resignations

Resolutions

Resolutions - Chesapeake & DE Canal

Writs

Accounts (2)

Accounts - State House

Acts (3)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost (2)

Communications

Elections

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - DE College (U of DE)
Petitions - Divorce

at



1947 Jan.~Feb.

1849 Jan.-Feb.

1851 Jan.-March

1852 Jan.~-Feb.

1853 Jan.-March

1855 Jan.-March

Petitions - Education
Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)
Petitions -~ Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Temperance
Reports

Resolutions

Accounts
Accounts - Payment Vounchers for
Witnesses before the Committee
on Elections

Acts (4)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

Communications

Elections - committee on Election
Investigation

Elections - Contested (2)

Elections - U. S. Senator

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Education

Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)

Petitions - Negroes & Slavery

Petitions - Temperance

Petitions - Transportation &
communication (2)

Reports

Resolutions

Writs

Acts

Elections
Governor’s Messages
Petitions

Acts

Bills Lost

Petitions - Lotteries
Reports

Resolutions

Acts (2)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Resolutions

Acts




Jan.-March

Jan.-Feb.

Jan.-March

Jan.-March

Jan.-Feb.
Oct.-Nov.

Jan.-March

Jan - -Feb 0

Jan.-March

Jan.-April

Jan.-March

Jan.-April

Jan.-March

Acts
Acts - Private

Acts
Elections
Resolutions

Acts
Bills Lost

Acts
Acts - Private

Acts
Acts

Acts
Bills lost

Acts

Acts (2)
Acts - Private

Acts (2)

Acts - Private
Elections

Oaths of Office
Petitions
Reports
Resolutions
Rules

Acts

Acts - Private
Bills Lost
Petitions

Acts
Bills Lost

Acts

Bills Lost
Petitions
Reports
Resolutions




Jan.-March

Jan.-March

Jan.-April

Jan.-April

Jan.-April

Jan.-April

Jan.-May

Jan.-May

Jan.-May

Accounts - State Centennial
Comnmission

Bills Lost

Petitions

Resolutions

Acts (2)

Acts - Private
Bills Lost
Petitions
Resolutions

Acts
Bills Lost
Petitions

Acts
Petitions

Acts (2)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

Petitions

Reports - Insurance Commissioner
Reports - State Librarian
Resolutions

Acts (2)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

Petitions

Reports - Joint Comnmittee
on Treasurer’s and Auditor’s
Accounts

Reports - State Librarian

Resolutions

Acts~ Private
Reports - State Librarian

Petitions - Divorce

Acts (2)

Acts - Private
Bills lost
Resolutions

Acts
Elections




et

1897 Jan.-May

1898 Jan.-May

1905 Jan.-March

1907 Jan.-March

1911 Jan.-March

Acts

Acts - Private
Bills Lost
Resolution

Acts _
Acts - Vetoed

Bills Lost

Communications

Resolutions

Acts

Bills Lost

Reports - St. Bd. of Education
Reports - State Librarian

Acts

Acts
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7o, the Honorable the Senate; andHouse of Re
R S _ of thié-State of-Delaware.™”
S B T et rcr L PP AR
" Your Peitioners respectfully shesc ¢ 0 o o oTEhae o 0
That whercas by a latclaw, passed at Dover, in February eighteen hundred and ele- -
- ven, the citizens of the State of Delaware, were prohibilcd,'under severe penaltics, from

establishing banking companies, unless by the sanction of the Honorable the Legisla-

" ture. Not doubting the views for which ‘such an-act was passtd;-we feel ourselves un-

der that guarantee of the constitution, sccuring to the peaceable and orderly citizens of
this State, the high and unalienable right to assembleand to petition the Honorable the
-Legislature in all matters touching their interésts, whether forredress of gricvances or
" the attainment of privileges, in nowise derogating on this occasion from that respect,

. due the Honorable the Senate and House of chresentazives'.

sentatives -

C ms et .

And your petitioners respectfully shew, that it is not theintention of your petitioners
to insinuate, that the said act is contrary to the duty of the Legislature, to guard and
protect the rights and liberties of the people ; being convinced that no intention of pro-
hibiting all banking institutions in future, was the ground of that act; the more especi-
ally as the principle of additional banks is admitted by the provision in the particular
act. And thongh your petitioness are not prepared to doubt or deny the constitution-
ality of such prohibitory statutes, yet they cannot refrain fiom expressing their regret
at such an act of Legislation. it being a novelty in the State ot Delaware and assuming
for its basis such a regard for the people’s rights as was perhaps never intended to be
delegated. And yourpetitionets being fully convinced thatall resjrictions, whetherdirect-
ly or indirectly imposed upon the improvement of agriculture of commerce, whethier by
imposts or the withdrawing or preventing the application of that aid necessary to their

rroiwth, operate injuriously to the interests of any country, they are satisfied the Ho-
norable the Legislature of the State of Delaware will manifest their regard to the interests
of the citizens in zeneral and of their petitioners in particular, by authorizing the incor-
poration of such banking companies as are now respectfully subimitted to their conside-
ration, niot being inconsistent with the interest of the State. - And it is further respect-
fully shewn, that the cstablishmentsalready in operation, are too limited 1a their extent
of ‘capital to affard alf that aid which the excrtions of the cuterprizing citizens of the
State of Delaware demand. “And it is, moreover, respectfully submitted to the Honora-
ble the Legislatore, whether the gold 3nd silver_circulating mediums, in the State of -
Delawhie, are coadeqnate with thar dénjand, to ifvigorate and-improve the intercourse
of its chizens with eacli other and thase of the neighbouring States, that it shonld keep
pace with such thtercourse is too cbvious to need argument, to prevent a decay as rapid
as the growth of our agriculiure, manufactorics and comunerce.  And your petitioners
respecttully represent, that the villages of Smyrna and Milford, by reason of their re-
wmote situations from the seats of the present banks, are peculiarly inconvenienced for
want of banking establishments, even were the capitals of the present banks equal to
the exigencies of the citizens. ‘The banks in operafion through the State of Delaware, ex-
ceptthoseat Newcastleand Wilmingfon, seemto be tnost unfortunatcly focated ; being si-
wated where no extensive train of businessis ever like to be established.  And your pe-.
titioners Iay before the Honorable the Legislature the facts, that the villages of Smyrna
and Milford have already takee the lead in the road to importance in trade and mana-
factories—that their tonnage at this tine, bearsa very Iars'e proportion to that employed
by the whole Statc—and that those villages have not yet¥eceived that legislative foster-
ing to which, in the respectful opinion-of your petitioners, they are entitled. Your pe-
. titoners conceive that no deterioration can possibly accrae to the State investunentsin the
present banks by veason of chartering the cstablishments now submitted to your consi-
devation, the capitals of those banks being already disseminated through the State in safe
and responsible hands, judging fiom the acknowledged abilities of the directors of those
institutions.  To supply the deficicncy in the aid necessary to support and increase the
trade and commerce of Smyrna and Milford, and by thatimprovement to benefit the in-
terestsof th¥ citizens in general, your petitioners respectfully pray that leave may be given
to introduce a bill to incorporate a principal bank at Smyrna, with a branch at Miiford.

And your petitioners confidently anticipate no objections from the Honorable the Le-

gislatere, by 1¥asen of the experiment being new and untried, when they rccollect the

act of their last session has precluded the possibility of proving by actual experiment the
extreme facility with which banking institutions night, at thosc two places be put in ope-
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T'o the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives
.. of the State of Delaware."

Ve ¥ }’oz;} Pelitioness (e:pergfallg s}le-‘;',', T -

- That whereas by a l3te law, passed at Dover, in Fcbrua‘ry. eighteen hundred and ele:
ven, the citizens of the State of Delaware, were prohibited, under severe penalties, from

—~

establishing banking companies, unless by the sanction of thé Honorable the Le islasls -

ture, - - Not.douhting the vieys fot which such an act was passed,” we feel ourselves un-
der that guarantee of the constitution, gecuring to the peaceable and orderly citizens of
)

-this State, ghe high and unaljenable right to assemble and to petition the Honorable the ™

Legislature in 31l matters touching their interests, whether for redress of grievancesor <« .. -

\the attaininent of privileges, in nowisd derogating on this océasion from that respect ~ gf
" $'due the Honorable the Sa;alcjnd Hou}se of Representatives. ;. L b

> 1 k 1 W el ek o e L . . g .

NAnd youl“petl\tor\ers respegtfully she.‘vg. that it is not grhemlentmn of your petitioners

to insinuate, that the said actlis contragy_to she duty o ey Leg isla;mc,'to‘guara in'd :

’

_- - protect'the rights and liberties of the people ; being convinced that no intention of pro-
' Eibiting all banking institutions’in future, was the ground of that act; the more especi-
ally as the principle of additional banks is admitted.by the provision in the particular

Jact. -And though yonr petitioneis are not prepared to doubt or deny the constitution-

" ality of such prohibitory statutes, yet they cannot refrain from expressigg their regret

at stich an act of Legislation} it being 2 novelty imihe Statgegl Delawareand assuming

3" for ifs basis such’a'regardifoy the people’s rights as was perliaps ngfj«iﬁténded to be

_delegated. And yourpetitioners being fully convinced thatall restgiculygs, whetherdirect-
“1y or indirectly imposed upon the impro'yement’(}f\ag‘ridultdfe of commketce, whether by
" imposts or the withdrawing or preventing the apiplication of that aid necessary to their
growth, operage injuriously to the intereFts of any* country, r{]l’éyare satisfied the Ho-
norable the Legislature of the State of Delaware will manifest'their regard to the interests -
of the citizens 1n general and of their petifioners in particular, by authorizing the incor- .. :
poration of such ianking companies as are Now resPeczfﬁlly submitted to their conside:” -
ration, not being inconsistent with the interest of the State.  And it is further respect-+’
fully shewn, that the establishments already in operation, are teo limited in their extent
of capital to afford all that aid which the exertions of the enterprizing citizens of the
State of Delaware demand,  Anditis, moreover, respectfully submitted to the Honora-
ble the Legistature, “whether the gold.;'pd silver circalating-mediums; in the State of
Delaware, are coadequate with their demand, to invigdrate and improve the intercourse
of its citizens with each other and thiose of the neighbouring States, that it shonld keep
pace with such iirtercourse isteo obvious jo need argument, to prevent a decay as rapid
as the growth of onr agricolture, hinufactories and commerce, - .»\'rgl your petitioners
rcspect%ully repres&hit, that the villiges of Smyrna and Milford, By reason of their re-
mote situations froin the scats of the gresent banks, are peculiarly inconveniencegd for
want of banking establishmentg, cven were tht capitals of the piesent banks equal to
the exigencies of the citizens, “The banks}: operation through the State of Declaware, ex-
ceptzhase at Newcastle and Wilmington, séem to be inost unfortunately located ; being si-
p%e vliere no extensive train of businessis ever like to be established. ~And your pe-
tyfoncrs lay before the Honorable the Legislature the facts, that the villagesof Smyrna
and Miltord have already taken the [éad in the road to jmportance in trade and manu-
factgics—that their tonnage at this time, bearsa very farge proportion to that ethployed
by (€ whole State—ard that those villages have not yet received 1hat legislative foster-
ing to which, in the respectful opinion of your petitioners, they are entitled. Your pe-
titioners conceive that no deterioration can possibly accine to the State investnentsin the
present banks by 1eason of chartering the establishments now submitted to your consi-
deration, the capitals of those banks being dlready disseminated throdgh the Statein safe |
and responsible hands, judging from the acknowledged abilities of the directors of those "~
institutions. To supply the deficiency in the aid necessary to support and increase the
- trade and commerce of Smyrna and Milford, and by thatimprovement to benefit the in-
terestsof the citizens in general, your petitioners respectfully pray that leave may be'given
to introduce a bill to incorporate a principal bank at Smyrna, with a branch at Milford.
And your petitioners confidently anticipate no objections from the Honorable the l.e-
gislature, by reason of the experiment being new and untried, when they recollect the
act of their last session has prectuded the possibility of proving by actual experiment the
estreme facility with which banking institutjons might, at those twq places bé put inope-
ration. And your petitioners will ever pray, &c. ' 2 Te 5 '
3
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70 the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Delaware, the petition of the sub-
- scribers, inhabitants of New-Castle County— . '

RespecTruLLy SnEwEeTH, That they are decply impressed with a sense of the necessity
of Legislative interferencein a case of very great importance—Many of your Petitioners have
long labored under much difficulty in preserving their sheep from the ravages of dogs, which
so frequently annoy them, oftcn to the destruction of whole flocks ina single night, particularly
in the vicinity-of towns and villages ; to the great injury and distress of many farmers, who are

.not able to repair the loss of their valuable flocks for years to come.  This serious evil is daily

becomeing more so, foras the population increases, the number of useless dogs also increase; -

which are a nuisance in several respects, among which that of hydrophobia or dog-madness is

not the least,—the effects of which the pcople of Christiana Hundred have had but too fatal ex-

Eerience of—scveral of the Citizens, and a number of horses, cattle, hogs, &c. having been
itten, since we petitioned your honorable hody last winter.

WE would further remark, that a valuable breed of this useful animal has been lately in-
troduced among us from Spain, which is certainly an acquisition worth paying attention to

reserve, by some kind of insurance. \Vhile other States are offering large premiums for the

introduction of them, excmpting them from being scized for debt, or from being taxed, &c. &c.

all having a tendency to draw Excm from us, we confidently hope the Legislature of Delaware

will not be the last, in adopting salﬁtary mcasures for promoting their growth; for furthering

. the infant manufactures of our country, and consequently our wealth and independence.—We

have no wish to dictate to you on the subject, but would merely suggest the propriety of enac-

ting a law for laying a tax on all dogs, (at least in New-Castle County,) sufficient to lessen the

number of useless ones, and at the same time to raisc a fund to reimburse the losses occasioned

by their depredations on that defenceless animal, which we feel so much interestin propagating,

particularly at this time, when we are probably on the eve of being entirely shut out from all

: foreign commerce, :ind of necesity compelled to manufacture our own cloths.
i ides  Dec. 2§th)1810.
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70 the Serate and Ilouse of Representatives &f the State of Bd“a‘wa e, the<fietition of the sub-

o scribers, inhabitants of New-Castle County— -V -

Respectrurry SuewEeTn, That they are deeply impressed with a sense of the necessity

of Legislative interference in a case of very great importance—Many of your Petitioners have
long labored under much difficulty in preserving their sheep from the ravages of dogs, .which
so frequently annoy them, often to the destruction of whole #locks ina single night, particularly

~ in the;yicimty of towns and villages ; to the great injury and distress of many farmers, who are

- 1iot abfe to repair the loss of their valuable flocks for yearsto come. ‘This serious evil is daily
becomeing"more so, for as the population increases, the number of useless dogs also increase ;
whieh are-4 nuisance in several respects, among which that of hydrophohia or dog-madness is

_ri(")t thiik‘?st,—the l_?cts of which the pcople of hrist'mna Hundred have had but too fatal ex-

o geﬁcnc’c'_qf——sevc of the Citizens, and a nugliber of horses, cattle, hogs, &c. having been -
- bitten, Since we petitioned your honorable b t winter.* o
WE would further remark, that a valuable breed of this useful animal has been lately in-
troduced "among us from Spain, which is cer‘izly an acquisition worth paying attention to .~ -
reserve, by some kind of insurance. While other States are offering large premiumsforthe
introduction of them, exempting them from being scized for debt, or from being taxed, &c. &e.
~all having a tendency to draw them from us, we confidently hope the Legislature of Delaware
will not be the last, in adopting salutary measures for promoting their growth; for furthering
the infant manufactures of our country, ard consequently our wealth and independence.—We ::
have no wishto dictate to you on the subject, but would merely suggest the propriety of enac:
‘ting a law for laying a tax onall dogs, (at least in New-Castle County,) sufficient to lessen the
number of useless ones, and at the same time to raise a fund to reimburse the losses occasioned
by their depredations on that defenceless animal, which we feel so much interestin propagating,
particularly at this time, when we are probably on the eve of being entirely shut outfrom all
-~ * foreign commerce, and of necessity compelled to manufacture our own cloths. '

""f._"l)‘é'c.‘2_8th,1810. g 4 : éf%ylé
e il Gilhf T P G

RSN
’
-

iz % W%”%;?im /}%
Cmv-’//z}/ﬁ"‘ LN S




Y.




&y

® .\

i - "

TO the Serate and House of Representatives of the State of Delmuare, the petitionof the :u5-'"
seribers, inhabitants of New-Castle County— . p ey

.

ResprcTrurry SHEWETH, That they are deeply impressed with a sense of the necessity”
of Legislative interference in a case of very great importance—>Many of your Petitioners have
long labored under much difficulty in preserving their sheep from the ravages of dogs, which

- so frequently annoy them, often to the destruction of whole Rocks ina single night, particularly
in the vicimty of towns and villages; to the great injury and distress of many farmers, who are
not able to repair the loss of their valuable flocks for yearsto come.  This serious evil is daily
becomeing more so, foras the population increases, the number of useless dogs also increase ;
which are a nuisance in several respects, among which that of hydrophobia or dog-madness is
not the lmstrthc cffects of which the people of Christiana Hundred have had but too fatal ex-
perience of->several of the Citizens, and a numberg@lR horses, cattle, hogs, &c. having been
bitten, since we petitioned your honorable body | ter.

_ ‘We would further remark, that a valuable br f this useful animal has been lately in-
troduced among us from Spain, which is certainly an acquisition worth paying attention to
Preserf, ; some kind of insurance. While other Statés are offering large premiums for the

~introdfction of them, exempting them from being seiZed for debt, or from being taxed, &c. &c.

- all having a tendency to draw them from us, we confidently hope the Legislature of Delaware
will not be the last, 1n adopting salutary measures for promoting their growth; for furthering
the infant manuf;al{;urcs of our country, ard consequently our wealth and independence.—We
have no wish to dictate to you on the subject, but would merely suggest the propriety of enac-

ting a law for laying a tax on all dogs, (at least in New-Castle County,) sufficient to lessen the
number of useless ones, and at the same time to mise a fund to reimburse the losses occasioned
by their depredations on that defenceless animal, which we feel so much interestin propagating,
particularly at this time, when we are probably on the eve of being entirely shut out fromall
foreign commerce, and of necessity compelled to manufacture our own cloths. ' -

Dec. 28th, 1810. .
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70 the Senate and House' of Representatives of the State of Delaware, the petition of the sub-
. scribers, inhabitants of New-Castle County— E

ResrecTruLLy SEEWETH, That they are deeply impressed with asense of the necessity
of Legislative interference in a case of very great importance—NMany of your Petitioners have
long labored under much’ difficulty in preserving their sheep from the ravages of dogs, which
so frequently annoy them, often to the destructicn of whole flocks ina single night, particularly
in the vicinity of towns and villages ; to the great injury and distress of many farmers, who are

“* not able to répair the loss of their valuable flocks for years to come. This serious evil is daily
_becomeing more so, fors the population increases, the number of usefess dogs also increase ;
“ywhich are amuisance ini several respects, among vhich that of hydrophobia or dog-madness is
not the least,~—the cffects of which the people of Christiana Hundred have had but too fatal ex-
rience of—several of the Citizens, and a number of horses, catde, hogs, &ec. having been
bitten, since we petitioned your-honorable body last winter.
WE would further remark, that a vzluable breed of this useful animal has been lately in-
troduced among us from Spain, which is certainly an dcquisition worth paying attention to
rescrve, by some kind of insurance. While other States are offering large premiums for the
introduction of them, exempting them from being scized for debt, or from being taxed, &c. &e.
ali having a tendencyyo draw them from us, we confidently hope the Legislature of Delaware
will not be the last, in adopting salutary measures for promoting their growth; for furthering
the infant manufactures of our country, and consequently our wealth and independence.—We
have no wish to dictate to you on the subject, but would merely suggest the propriety of enac-
ting a lzw for laying a tax onall dogs, (at least in New-Castle County,) sufficient to lessen the
number of useless ones, and at the same time to raise a furd to reimburse the losses occasioned
by their depredations on that defenceless animal, which we feel so much interestin propagating,
particularly at this timeq when we are probably on the eve of being entirely shut out fromall
forcign commerce, and Of necessity compelled to manufacture our own cloths.
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TO the Serate and fléﬁ:e'qf Representatives of the State of Delmware, the petition of the sub-
- scribers, inhabitants of New-Castle County—

RespEcTFULLY SHEWETH, That they are deeply impressed with a sensc of the necessity
of Legishative interference in a case of very-great importance—Many of your Petitioners have -
long labored under much difficulty in preserving their sheep from the ravages of dogs, which
so frequently annoy them, often to the destruction of whole flocks ina single night, particularly
in the vicinity of towns and villages; to the great injury and distress of many farmers, whoare
not able to repair the loss of their valuable flocks for years to come.  "Fhis serious evil is daily
becomeing more so, for as the population increases, the number of useless dogs also increase ;
which are a nuisance in several respects, among which that of hydrophobia or dog-madness is
not the least,—the cffects of which the people of Christiana Hundred have had but too fatal ex-

perience of—several of the Citizens, and a number of horses, cattle, hogs, &c. having been
bitten, since we petitioned your honorable hody last winter.

WE would further remark, that a valuable breed of this useful animal has been lately in-

.troduced among us from Spain, which is certainly an acquisition worth paying attention to
preserve, by some kind of insurance. While other States are offering large premiums for the
introduction of them, exempting them from being seized for debt, or from being taxed, &c. &c.
all having a tendency to draw them from us, we confidenitly hope the Legislature of Delaware

~ will not be the last, in adopting salutary measures for promoting their growth; for furthering
the infant manufactures of our country, and consequently our wealth and independence.—We
have no wishto dictate to you on the subject, but would merely suggest the propriety of enac- -
" ting a law for laying’a tax-onall dogs, (at least in New-Castle County,) sufficient to lessen the -
number of useless ones, and at the same time to raise a fund to reimburse the losses occasioned,
by their depredations on that defenceless animal, which we feel so much interestin propagating, - * Y
R Farﬁcularly at this time, when e are probably on the eve of being entirgly, shut out’fromall -
;{;"‘:‘;‘ oreign commerce, and of necessity compelled to manufacture our owp.cloths.. ;}-‘,ﬁ'/’.}
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