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RECORDGROUP11 1 1

LEGISLATIVE PAPERS
1731-1911

The General Assembly prior 1o the Revolutionary War consisted of just the House of
Assembly and was overseen by the Governor of Pennsylvania who resided in Philadelphia.
With the advent of the Revolutionary War and the separation from Great Britain, a new
constitutional govemnment was formed in 1776. This new government was composed of a
President as the Chief Executive and a General Assembly made up of two distinct
branches, the House of Assembly and Legislative Council. This form of government
remained in place until revised by the Constitution of 1792. Under this new Constitution,
which became effective the following year, the Chief Executive was renamed the

Governor and the two branches of the General Assembly were retitled, the House of
Representatives and the Senate. o

Scope and Content

The primary function of the General Assembly was to administer the activities of the state

for the greater benefit of all, through enactment’s of laws, resolutions, and sound fiscal
policies.

Legislative Papers are an invaluable source for the study of history, especially to those in
the social and political fields. National issues of slavery and commerce are among the
controversial subjects that were given consideration. Discussion of such local concerns as
the damming of creeks, annulments of marriages and regulation of “swine running at
large” exhibit the everyday lifestyle of the local inhabitants.

Arrangement

The Legislative Papers are arranged chronologically by year, and then subdivided by
sessions or terms, held at least once a year and lasting anywhere from three weeks to three
months. Under each term, the records are alphabetically grouped under subject headings.
Included are: Accounts, the financial records of the State Treasurer and Auditor, receipts
of the members of the General Assembly, and others providing services for the State;
Acts and Bills, early drafts and amendments with deletions noted; Communications
correspondence of members, etc., especially from the President to the General Assembly;
Elections, the announcements for holding elections, bonds of elections officials and
messages from both Houses conceming election matters, e.g.: election disturbances;
Petitions, a formal address to the legislature from a citizen, group of citizens or an
organization to grant, deny or repeal requests for specific actions; Resolutions and
Reports, resolutions of both houses and committee reports of members appointed to
review particular matters; and Summons, official notices to General Assembly members

to convene, or for inhabitants to appear before the General Assembly. The bulk of the
collection covers the period 1775 to 1898.

Sources

Other related sources to consult are the Minutes of the Council 1776-1792; Proceedings
of the House of Assembly, 1776-1792 (two volumes); journals of both the House of
Representatives and the Senate; and the Laws of Delaware.
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1793 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (2)
Bills Lost
Communications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (3) .
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1793 May-Jdune Accounts
Acts (4)
Governor'’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions- Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation (2)

Reports
Resolutions

1794 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (2)
Bills Lost
Communications
Lottery - for Dover Court House
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1795 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (2)
Bills Lost (2)
Elections
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions
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1796 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (4)
Bills Lost
Communications
Elections
Governor'’s Messages
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions
Resolutions - Chesapeake and

.Delaware Canal

1796 Nov. Acts
Elections
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Resolutions

1797 Jan. Accounts
Acts (3)
Bills Lost
Communications
Elections
Governor'’s Messages

Petitions -~ Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resolutions

Writs

1797 May-Jdune Acts
Conmunications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Transportation

1798 Jan. Accounts
Acts (2)
Bills Lost
Communications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2) —
Petitions - Transportation ‘
Reports
Resignations
Resolutions

-



1799 Jan.-Feb.

1800 Jan.

1800 Nov.

1801 Jan.

1802 Jan.-Feb.

Tk

Accounts

Acts (3)

Acts - Borough of Wilmington
Bills Lost

Elections

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resolutions (2)

Accounts

Acts (2)

Bills Lost

Communications

Elections

Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resolutions

Elections
Governor’s Messages
Resolutions

Accounts

Acts (4)

Acts - Private

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - New Castle Academy
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resignations

Resolutions

Accounts

Acts (2)

Bills Lost

Comnmunications

Elections

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (3)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation (2)

3




1802 Jan.-Feb. Reports
Resolutions

1803 Jan. Accounts
Acts (2)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost
Comnunications
Elections
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1804 Jan. Accounts
Acts (3)
Bills Lost
Communications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1804 Nov. Accounts
Communications
Elections
Resolutions

1805 Jan. Accounts
Acts (3)
Bills Lost
Communications
Elections
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Newark Acad. - (U of DE)
Petitions - Transportation
Petitions - Wilmington College
Reports
Resolutions

1806 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (2)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost

r\/\



1806 Jan.-Feb. Communications
Governor’s Messages
Impeachment - of Robert Hamilton
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Transportation (3)
Reports
Resolutions
Writs

1807 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (3)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost
Communications
Governor'’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1807 Aug. Acccounts
Acts
Bills Lost
Communications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1808 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (2)
Bills Lost
Conmunications
Elections
Governor’s Messages
Inpeachment of Robert Hamilton
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petititon - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - New Castle Academy
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions
Writs




1808 Nov.

1809 Jan.-Feb.

1810 Jan.-Feb

1811 Jan.-Feb.

Accounts
Acts
Elections
Resolution

Accounts
Acts (3)
Acts - Pri
Bills Lost
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Pettiions
Petitions
Reports
Resolution

Accounts
Acts (3)
Bills Lost
Elections
Governor’s
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions

S

vate

Divorce

Lotteries
Miscellaneous (3)
Negroes & Slavery
Transportation
Wilmington College

s

(2)

Messages

- Divorce

- Lotteries

- Miscellaneous (2)
- Negroes & Slavery
- Transportation

Prison Construction

Reports
Resignatio
Resolution
Writs

Accounts
Acts (3)

ns
s

Bills Lost

Governor’s
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petititon
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions

Petitions
Petitions

Messages

- Divorce
Elections - K. Co.
Elections - N.C.Co.
Elections - S. Co.
Lotteries
Miscellaneous
Negroes & Slavery
New Castle Academy -

(Seminary)

Newark Academy (U of D)
Transportation




1811 Jan.-Feb.

1812 Jan.-Feb.

1812 May

1812 Nov.

1813 Jan.-Feb.

Petition - Wilmington College

Reports

Resolutions

Resolutions - Chesapeake &
Del. Canal

Accounts

Acts (3)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

Communications

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Education

Petitions - Lotteries

Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)

Petitions - Negroes & Slavery

Petitions - Transportation

Proceedings against Benjamin
Blackiston

Proceedings against John Wilds

Reports

Resolutions

Rules - Bank of Delaware

Writs

Accounts
Acts

Bills Lost
Reports
Resolutions

Accounts

Elections
Governor’s Messages
Resolutions

Accounts

Acts (2)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Education
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Military
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
petitions - Transportation
Petitions - Wilmington College
Reports

Resolutions




1813 April

1813 May

1813 Aug.

1814 Jan.- Feb.

1815 Jan.-Feb.

Accounts

Acts

Bills Lost

communications

Governor’s Messages
Petititons - Miscellaneous
Reports

Resolutions

Accounts

Acts

Appointments

Governor'’s Messages
Petitions - Military
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Resolutions

Accounts

Acts - Private

Petitions - Miscellaneous
Resolutions

Accounts

Acts

Bills Lost (2)

Communications

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Education
Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resignations

Resolutions

Writs

Accounts

Acts (2)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

conmunications

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Divorce
Petitions Education
Petitions Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resolutions

Writs




1816 Jan.- Feb. Accounts
Acts (3)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
Communications
Governor’s Messages
Grievance Committee
Grievance Committee -Proceedings
against William Johnson
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions -~ Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resignations
Resolutions (2)
Writs

1816 Nov. ' Accounts
Elections
Resolutions

1817 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (3)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
Communications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
_Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports - Finances of the State
Reports
Resolutions
Writs

1818 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (4)
Bills Lost (2)
Comnmunications
Governor’s Messages
Grievance Committee
Petitions - DE College (U of DE)
Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries




1818 Jan.-Feb.

1819 Jan.-Feb.

1820 Jan.-Feb.

1820 Nov.

1821 Jan.-Feb.

Petitions - Miscellaneous (3)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery (2)
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resolutions

Accounts (3)

Acts (3)

Acts- Private

Bills Lost (2)

Elections

Governor‘’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions ~ Education
Petitions ~ Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Temperance
pPetitions - Transportation
Reports

Resignations

Resolutions

Accounts

Acts

Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Education
Petitions - Miscellaneous (3)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation (2)
Reports

Resolutions (2)

Accounts
Elections

Accounts

Acts (4)

Bills Lost (3)

Conmunications

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - DE College (U of DE)
Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery




1821 Jan.-Feb. Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions
Warrants

1822 Jan.-Feb. Accounts (2)
Acts (4)
Acts - Private
Bill Lost (2)
Comminications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - DE College (U of DE)
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Military
Petitions - Miscellaneous (3)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery (2)
Petitions - Temperance
Petitions - Transportation (2)
Reports
Resolutions
Writs

1823 Jan.-Feb. Accounts (2)
Acts (3)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
communications
Elections
Governor’s Messages
Grievance Committee
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Military
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Temperance
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions
Writs

1824 Jan.-Feb. Accounts (2)
Acts (2)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
communications
Elections
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce




1824 Jan.-Feb.

1824 Nov.

1825 Jan.~Feb.

1826 Jan.-Feb.

1827 Jan.-Feb.

Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Reports

Education

Lotteries

Military

Miscellaneous (2)

Negroes & Slavery
- Transportation

Resolutions (2)

Accounts
Petitions

- Miscellaneous

Resolutions

Accounts (2)

Acts (6)

Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
Communications
Governor’s Messages

Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Reports

- Divorce

- Education

- Lotteries

- Military
Miscellaneous (3)

- Negroes & Slavery

- Transportation

Resolutions

Accounts (2)

Acts (5)

Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
Communications

Governors
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Petitions
Reports

Messages

- Divorce

- Education

- Lotteries

- Miscellaneous (3)

- Negroes & Slavery

- Transportation
Wilmington College

Resolutions

Accounts (2)

Acts (6)

Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
communications




.4

1827 Jan.-Feb.

1828 Nov.

1929 Jan.-Feb.

1830 Jan.

Governor'’s Messages

Petitions - Divorce

Petitions Education

Petitions - Lotteries

Petitions - Military

Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)

Petitions - Negroes & Slavery

Petitions - Transportation

Proceedings against John Robertson,
Justice of the Peace

Reports

Resolutions

Writs

Accounts

Acts

Bills Lost
Communications
Reports
Resolutions

Accounts

Acts (8)

Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
conmunications
Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)
Petitions Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Report

Resolutions

Accounts

Acts (2)

Acts ~ Private

Bills Lost

Communications

Elections

Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions Education
Petitions - Elections
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports

Resolutions

13




1831 Jan. Accounts (2)
Acts (2)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
Communications
Governor’s MHessages
petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions Miscellaneous
petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1832 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (5)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost
Comnunications
Governor’s Messages
petitions - Divorces
petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (3)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Reports - Register of Prisoners
confined in the County Jails
Resignations
Resolutions
Writs

1833 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Acts (5)
Bills Lost (2)
Communications
Governor’s Messadges
petitions —-.DE College (U of DE)
Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (5)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Transportation (2)
Reports
Resignations
Resolutions

'
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1835 Jan.-Feb.

1835 July

1836 June

1837 Jan.-Feb.

Accounts

Acts (4)

Bills Lost (3)

Communications

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - DE College (U of D)

Petitions - Education

Petitions - Lotteries

Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)

Petitions - Negroes & Slavery

Petitions - Temperance

Petitions - Transportation

Reports

Reports - Journal of Committee to
settle with the State Treasurer

Resolutions

State House Commission (2)

Acts

Bills Lost

Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Transportation
Resolutions

Writs

Accounts

Acts (3)

Bills Lost

Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions -~ Transportation
Resignations

Resolutions

State House Commission

Accounts (2)

Accounts - State House

Acts (6)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost (2)

communications

Governor’s Messages (2)
Petitions - DE College (U. of DE)
Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (6)




1837 Jan.-Feb. Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
; Petitions - Temperance
pPetitions - Transportation (2)
Reports
Resolutions

1839 Jan.-Feb. Accounts
Accounts - State House
Acts (4)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
communications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (2)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Temperance
Petitions - Transportation
Reports
Resolutions

1841 Jan.-Feb. Accounts (2)
Acts (4)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
Communications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - DE College (U of D)
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions - Education
Petitions - Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Temperance
Petitions - Transportation
Petitions - Wesleyan Female Seminary
Reports
Resolutions

1843 Jan.-Feb. Accounts (2)
Accounts - State House
Acts (5)
Acts - Private
Bills Lost (2)
comnmunications
Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Daniel Moore Bates
Petitions - DE College (U. of DE)




1843 Jan.-Feb.

1845 Jan.~-Feb.

1847 Jan.-Feb.

Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)

Petitions - Negroes & Slavery

Petitions - Temperance

Petitions - Transportation

Petitions - Wesleyan Female College

(Univ. of Delaware)

Reports

Reports - Delaware College Lottery

Reports - Wilmington & Baltimore
Railroad Company

Resolutions

Writs

Accounts

Acts (3)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

Comnunications

Elections

Governor’s Messages
Petitions - Divorce
Petitions Education
Petitions Lotteries
Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Temperance

Petitions - Transportation (2)
Petitions - Transportation -
Chesapeake & Delaware Canal

Reports

Reports - Superintendent of Free
Schools in Kent County

Resignations

Resolutions

Resolutions - Chesapeake & DE Canal

Writs

Accounts (2)

Accounts - State House

Acts (3)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost (2)

Communications

Elections

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - DE College (U of DE)
Petitions - Divorce

at



1947 Jan.~Feb.

1849 Jan.-Feb.

1851 Jan.-March

1852 Jan.~-Feb.

1853 Jan.-March

1855 Jan.-March

Petitions - Education
Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)
Petitions -~ Negroes & Slavery
Petitions - Temperance
Reports

Resolutions

Accounts
Accounts - Payment Vounchers for
Witnesses before the Committee
on Elections

Acts (4)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

Communications

Elections - committee on Election
Investigation

Elections - Contested (2)

Elections - U. S. Senator

Governor’s Messages

Petitions - Divorce

Petitions - Education

Petitions - Miscellaneous (4)

Petitions - Negroes & Slavery

Petitions - Temperance

Petitions - Transportation &
communication (2)

Reports

Resolutions

Writs

Acts

Elections
Governor’s Messages
Petitions

Acts

Bills Lost

Petitions - Lotteries
Reports

Resolutions

Acts (2)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

Petitions - Miscellaneous
Petitions - Negroes & Slavery
Resolutions

Acts




Jan.-March

Jan.-Feb.

Jan.-March

Jan.-March

Jan.-Feb.
Oct.-Nov.

Jan.-March

Jan - -Feb 0

Jan.-March

Jan.-April

Jan.-March

Jan.-April

Jan.-March

Acts
Acts - Private

Acts
Elections
Resolutions

Acts
Bills Lost

Acts
Acts - Private

Acts
Acts

Acts
Bills lost

Acts

Acts (2)
Acts - Private

Acts (2)

Acts - Private
Elections

Oaths of Office
Petitions
Reports
Resolutions
Rules

Acts

Acts - Private
Bills Lost
Petitions

Acts
Bills Lost

Acts

Bills Lost
Petitions
Reports
Resolutions




Jan.-March

Jan.-March

Jan.-April

Jan.-April

Jan.-April

Jan.-April

Jan.-May

Jan.-May

Jan.-May

Accounts - State Centennial
Comnmission

Bills Lost

Petitions

Resolutions

Acts (2)

Acts - Private
Bills Lost
Petitions
Resolutions

Acts
Bills Lost
Petitions

Acts
Petitions

Acts (2)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

Petitions

Reports - Insurance Commissioner
Reports - State Librarian
Resolutions

Acts (2)

Acts - Private

Bills Lost

Petitions

Reports - Joint Comnmittee
on Treasurer’s and Auditor’s
Accounts

Reports - State Librarian

Resolutions

Acts~ Private
Reports - State Librarian

Petitions - Divorce

Acts (2)

Acts - Private
Bills lost
Resolutions

Acts
Elections




et

1897 Jan.-May

1898 Jan.-May

1905 Jan.-March

1907 Jan.-March

1911 Jan.-March

Acts

Acts - Private
Bills Lost
Resolution

Acts _
Acts - Vetoed

Bills Lost

Communications

Resolutions

Acts

Bills Lost

Reports - St. Bd. of Education
Reports - State Librarian

Acts

Acts
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7o, the Honorable the Senate; andHouse of Re
R S _ of thié-State of-Delaware.™”
S B T et rcr L PP AR
" Your Peitioners respectfully shesc ¢ 0 o o oTEhae o 0
That whercas by a latclaw, passed at Dover, in February eighteen hundred and ele- -
- ven, the citizens of the State of Delaware, were prohibilcd,'under severe penaltics, from

establishing banking companies, unless by the sanction of the Honorable the Legisla-

" ture. Not doubting the views for which ‘such an-act was passtd;-we feel ourselves un-

der that guarantee of the constitution, sccuring to the peaceable and orderly citizens of
this State, the high and unalienable right to assembleand to petition the Honorable the
-Legislature in all matters touching their interésts, whether forredress of gricvances or
" the attainment of privileges, in nowise derogating on this occasion from that respect,

. due the Honorable the Senate and House of chresentazives'.

sentatives -

C ms et .

And your petitioners respectfully shew, that it is not theintention of your petitioners
to insinuate, that the said act is contrary to the duty of the Legislature, to guard and
protect the rights and liberties of the people ; being convinced that no intention of pro-
hibiting all banking institutions in future, was the ground of that act; the more especi-
ally as the principle of additional banks is admitted by the provision in the particular
act. And thongh your petitioness are not prepared to doubt or deny the constitution-
ality of such prohibitory statutes, yet they cannot refrain fiom expressing their regret
at such an act of Legislation. it being a novelty in the State ot Delaware and assuming
for its basis such a regard for the people’s rights as was perhaps never intended to be
delegated. And yourpetitionets being fully convinced thatall resjrictions, whetherdirect-
ly or indirectly imposed upon the improvement of agriculture of commerce, whethier by
imposts or the withdrawing or preventing the application of that aid necessary to their

rroiwth, operate injuriously to the interests of any country, they are satisfied the Ho-
norable the Legislature of the State of Delaware will manifest their regard to the interests
of the citizens in zeneral and of their petitioners in particular, by authorizing the incor-
poration of such banking companies as are now respectfully subimitted to their conside-
ration, niot being inconsistent with the interest of the State. - And it is further respect-
fully shewn, that the cstablishmentsalready in operation, are too limited 1a their extent
of ‘capital to affard alf that aid which the excrtions of the cuterprizing citizens of the
State of Delaware demand. “And it is, moreover, respectfully submitted to the Honora-
ble the Legislatore, whether the gold 3nd silver_circulating mediums, in the State of -
Delawhie, are coadeqnate with thar dénjand, to ifvigorate and-improve the intercourse
of its chizens with eacli other and thase of the neighbouring States, that it shonld keep
pace with such thtercourse is too cbvious to need argument, to prevent a decay as rapid
as the growth of our agriculiure, manufactorics and comunerce.  And your petitioners
respecttully represent, that the villages of Smyrna and Milford, by reason of their re-
wmote situations from the seats of the present banks, are peculiarly inconvenienced for
want of banking establishments, even were the capitals of the present banks equal to
the exigencies of the citizens. ‘The banks in operafion through the State of Delaware, ex-
ceptthoseat Newcastleand Wilmingfon, seemto be tnost unfortunatcly focated ; being si-
wated where no extensive train of businessis ever like to be established.  And your pe-.
titioners Iay before the Honorable the Legislature the facts, that the villages of Smyrna
and Milford have already takee the lead in the road to importance in trade and mana-
factories—that their tonnage at this tine, bearsa very Iars'e proportion to that employed
by the whole Statc—and that those villages have not yet¥eceived that legislative foster-
ing to which, in the respectful opinion-of your petitioners, they are entitled. Your pe-
. titoners conceive that no deterioration can possibly accrae to the State investunentsin the
present banks by veason of chartering the cstablishments now submitted to your consi-
devation, the capitals of those banks being already disseminated through the State in safe
and responsible hands, judging fiom the acknowledged abilities of the directors of those
institutions.  To supply the deficicncy in the aid necessary to support and increase the
trade and commerce of Smyrna and Milford, and by thatimprovement to benefit the in-
terestsof th¥ citizens in general, your petitioners respectfully pray that leave may be given
to introduce a bill to incorporate a principal bank at Smyrna, with a branch at Miiford.

And your petitioners confidently anticipate no objections from the Honorable the Le-

gislatere, by 1¥asen of the experiment being new and untried, when they rccollect the

act of their last session has precluded the possibility of proving by actual experiment the
extreme facility with which banking institutions night, at thosc two places be put in ope-
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T'o the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives
.. of the State of Delaware."

Ve ¥ }’oz;} Pelitioness (e:pergfallg s}le-‘;',', T -

- That whereas by a l3te law, passed at Dover, in Fcbrua‘ry. eighteen hundred and ele:
ven, the citizens of the State of Delaware, were prohibited, under severe penalties, from

—~

establishing banking companies, unless by the sanction of thé Honorable the Le islasls -

ture, - - Not.douhting the vieys fot which such an act was passed,” we feel ourselves un-
der that guarantee of the constitution, gecuring to the peaceable and orderly citizens of
)

-this State, ghe high and unaljenable right to assemble and to petition the Honorable the ™

Legislature in 31l matters touching their interests, whether for redress of grievancesor <« .. -

\the attaininent of privileges, in nowisd derogating on this océasion from that respect ~ gf
" $'due the Honorable the Sa;alcjnd Hou}se of Representatives. ;. L b

> 1 k 1 W el ek o e L . . g .

NAnd youl“petl\tor\ers respegtfully she.‘vg. that it is not grhemlentmn of your petitioners

to insinuate, that the said actlis contragy_to she duty o ey Leg isla;mc,'to‘guara in'd :

’

_- - protect'the rights and liberties of the people ; being convinced that no intention of pro-
' Eibiting all banking institutions’in future, was the ground of that act; the more especi-
ally as the principle of additional banks is admitted.by the provision in the particular

Jact. -And though yonr petitioneis are not prepared to doubt or deny the constitution-

" ality of such prohibitory statutes, yet they cannot refrain from expressigg their regret

at stich an act of Legislation} it being 2 novelty imihe Statgegl Delawareand assuming

3" for ifs basis such’a'regardifoy the people’s rights as was perliaps ngfj«iﬁténded to be

_delegated. And yourpetitioners being fully convinced thatall restgiculygs, whetherdirect-
“1y or indirectly imposed upon the impro'yement’(}f\ag‘ridultdfe of commketce, whether by
" imposts or the withdrawing or preventing the apiplication of that aid necessary to their
growth, operage injuriously to the intereFts of any* country, r{]l’éyare satisfied the Ho-
norable the Legislature of the State of Delaware will manifest'their regard to the interests -
of the citizens 1n general and of their petifioners in particular, by authorizing the incor- .. :
poration of such ianking companies as are Now resPeczfﬁlly submitted to their conside:” -
ration, not being inconsistent with the interest of the State.  And it is further respect-+’
fully shewn, that the establishments already in operation, are teo limited in their extent
of capital to afford all that aid which the exertions of the enterprizing citizens of the
State of Delaware demand,  Anditis, moreover, respectfully submitted to the Honora-
ble the Legistature, “whether the gold.;'pd silver circalating-mediums; in the State of
Delaware, are coadequate with their demand, to invigdrate and improve the intercourse
of its citizens with each other and thiose of the neighbouring States, that it shonld keep
pace with such iirtercourse isteo obvious jo need argument, to prevent a decay as rapid
as the growth of onr agricolture, hinufactories and commerce, - .»\'rgl your petitioners
rcspect%ully repres&hit, that the villiges of Smyrna and Milford, By reason of their re-
mote situations froin the scats of the gresent banks, are peculiarly inconveniencegd for
want of banking establishmentg, cven were tht capitals of the piesent banks equal to
the exigencies of the citizens, “The banks}: operation through the State of Declaware, ex-
ceptzhase at Newcastle and Wilmington, séem to be inost unfortunately located ; being si-
p%e vliere no extensive train of businessis ever like to be established. ~And your pe-
tyfoncrs lay before the Honorable the Legislature the facts, that the villagesof Smyrna
and Miltord have already taken the [éad in the road to jmportance in trade and manu-
factgics—that their tonnage at this time, bearsa very farge proportion to that ethployed
by (€ whole State—ard that those villages have not yet received 1hat legislative foster-
ing to which, in the respectful opinion of your petitioners, they are entitled. Your pe-
titioners conceive that no deterioration can possibly accine to the State investnentsin the
present banks by 1eason of chartering the establishments now submitted to your consi-
deration, the capitals of those banks being dlready disseminated throdgh the Statein safe |
and responsible hands, judging from the acknowledged abilities of the directors of those "~
institutions. To supply the deficiency in the aid necessary to support and increase the
- trade and commerce of Smyrna and Milford, and by thatimprovement to benefit the in-
terestsof the citizens in general, your petitioners respectfully pray that leave may be'given
to introduce a bill to incorporate a principal bank at Smyrna, with a branch at Milford.
And your petitioners confidently anticipate no objections from the Honorable the l.e-
gislature, by reason of the experiment being new and untried, when they recollect the
act of their last session has prectuded the possibility of proving by actual experiment the
estreme facility with which banking institutjons might, at those twq places bé put inope-
ration. And your petitioners will ever pray, &c. ' 2 Te 5 '
3
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70 the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Delaware, the petition of the sub-
- scribers, inhabitants of New-Castle County— . '

RespecTruLLy SnEwEeTH, That they are decply impressed with a sense of the necessity
of Legislative interferencein a case of very great importance—Many of your Petitioners have
long labored under much difficulty in preserving their sheep from the ravages of dogs, which
so frequently annoy them, oftcn to the destruction of whole flocks ina single night, particularly
in the vicinity-of towns and villages ; to the great injury and distress of many farmers, who are

.not able to repair the loss of their valuable flocks for years to come.  This serious evil is daily

becomeing more so, foras the population increases, the number of useless dogs also increase; -

which are a nuisance in several respects, among which that of hydrophobia or dog-madness is

not the least,—the effects of which the pcople of Christiana Hundred have had but too fatal ex-

Eerience of—scveral of the Citizens, and a number of horses, cattle, hogs, &c. having been
itten, since we petitioned your honorable hody last winter.

WE would further remark, that a valuable breed of this useful animal has been lately in-
troduced among us from Spain, which is certainly an acquisition worth paying attention to

reserve, by some kind of insurance. \Vhile other States are offering large premiums for the

introduction of them, excmpting them from being scized for debt, or from being taxed, &c. &c.

all having a tendency to draw Excm from us, we confidently hope the Legislature of Delaware

will not be the last, in adopting salﬁtary mcasures for promoting their growth; for furthering

. the infant manufactures of our country, and consequently our wealth and independence.—We

have no wish to dictate to you on the subject, but would merely suggest the propriety of enac-

ting a law for laying a tax on all dogs, (at least in New-Castle County,) sufficient to lessen the

number of useless ones, and at the same time to raisc a fund to reimburse the losses occasioned

by their depredations on that defenceless animal, which we feel so much interestin propagating,

particularly at this time, when we are probably on the eve of being entirely shut out from all

: foreign commerce, :ind of necesity compelled to manufacture our own cloths.
i ides  Dec. 2§th)1810.
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70 the Serate and Ilouse of Representatives &f the State of Bd“a‘wa e, the<fietition of the sub-

o scribers, inhabitants of New-Castle County— -V -

Respectrurry SuewEeTn, That they are deeply impressed with a sense of the necessity

of Legislative interference in a case of very great importance—Many of your Petitioners have
long labored under much difficulty in preserving their sheep from the ravages of dogs, .which
so frequently annoy them, often to the destruction of whole #locks ina single night, particularly

~ in the;yicimty of towns and villages ; to the great injury and distress of many farmers, who are

- 1iot abfe to repair the loss of their valuable flocks for yearsto come. ‘This serious evil is daily
becomeing"more so, for as the population increases, the number of useless dogs also increase ;
whieh are-4 nuisance in several respects, among which that of hydrophohia or dog-madness is

_ri(")t thiik‘?st,—the l_?cts of which the pcople of hrist'mna Hundred have had but too fatal ex-

o geﬁcnc’c'_qf——sevc of the Citizens, and a nugliber of horses, cattle, hogs, &c. having been -
- bitten, Since we petitioned your honorable b t winter.* o
WE would further remark, that a valuable breed of this useful animal has been lately in-
troduced "among us from Spain, which is cer‘izly an acquisition worth paying attention to .~ -
reserve, by some kind of insurance. While other States are offering large premiumsforthe
introduction of them, exempting them from being scized for debt, or from being taxed, &c. &e.
~all having a tendency to draw them from us, we confidently hope the Legislature of Delaware
will not be the last, in adopting salutary measures for promoting their growth; for furthering
the infant manufactures of our country, ard consequently our wealth and independence.—We ::
have no wishto dictate to you on the subject, but would merely suggest the propriety of enac:
‘ting a law for laying a tax onall dogs, (at least in New-Castle County,) sufficient to lessen the
number of useless ones, and at the same time to raise a fund to reimburse the losses occasioned
by their depredations on that defenceless animal, which we feel so much interestin propagating,
particularly at this time, when we are probably on the eve of being entirely shut outfrom all
-~ * foreign commerce, and of necessity compelled to manufacture our own cloths. '
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TO the Serate and House of Representatives of the State of Delmuare, the petitionof the :u5-'"
seribers, inhabitants of New-Castle County— . p ey

.

ResprcTrurry SHEWETH, That they are deeply impressed with a sense of the necessity”
of Legislative interference in a case of very great importance—>Many of your Petitioners have
long labored under much difficulty in preserving their sheep from the ravages of dogs, which

- so frequently annoy them, often to the destruction of whole Rocks ina single night, particularly
in the vicimty of towns and villages; to the great injury and distress of many farmers, who are
not able to repair the loss of their valuable flocks for yearsto come.  This serious evil is daily
becomeing more so, foras the population increases, the number of useless dogs also increase ;
which are a nuisance in several respects, among which that of hydrophobia or dog-madness is
not the lmstrthc cffects of which the people of Christiana Hundred have had but too fatal ex-
perience of->several of the Citizens, and a numberg@lR horses, cattle, hogs, &c. having been
bitten, since we petitioned your honorable body | ter.

_ ‘We would further remark, that a valuable br f this useful animal has been lately in-
troduced among us from Spain, which is certainly an acquisition worth paying attention to
Preserf, ; some kind of insurance. While other Statés are offering large premiums for the

~introdfction of them, exempting them from being seiZed for debt, or from being taxed, &c. &c.

- all having a tendency to draw them from us, we confidently hope the Legislature of Delaware
will not be the last, 1n adopting salutary measures for promoting their growth; for furthering
the infant manuf;al{;urcs of our country, ard consequently our wealth and independence.—We
have no wish to dictate to you on the subject, but would merely suggest the propriety of enac-

ting a law for laying a tax on all dogs, (at least in New-Castle County,) sufficient to lessen the
number of useless ones, and at the same time to mise a fund to reimburse the losses occasioned
by their depredations on that defenceless animal, which we feel so much interestin propagating,
particularly at this time, when we are probably on the eve of being entirely shut out fromall
foreign commerce, and of necessity compelled to manufacture our own cloths. ' -

Dec. 28th, 1810. .
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70 the Senate and House' of Representatives of the State of Delaware, the petition of the sub-
. scribers, inhabitants of New-Castle County— E

ResrecTruLLy SEEWETH, That they are deeply impressed with asense of the necessity
of Legislative interference in a case of very great importance—NMany of your Petitioners have
long labored under much’ difficulty in preserving their sheep from the ravages of dogs, which
so frequently annoy them, often to the destructicn of whole flocks ina single night, particularly
in the vicinity of towns and villages ; to the great injury and distress of many farmers, who are

“* not able to répair the loss of their valuable flocks for years to come. This serious evil is daily
_becomeing more so, fors the population increases, the number of usefess dogs also increase ;
“ywhich are amuisance ini several respects, among vhich that of hydrophobia or dog-madness is
not the least,~—the cffects of which the people of Christiana Hundred have had but too fatal ex-
rience of—several of the Citizens, and a number of horses, catde, hogs, &ec. having been
bitten, since we petitioned your-honorable body last winter.
WE would further remark, that a vzluable breed of this useful animal has been lately in-
troduced among us from Spain, which is certainly an dcquisition worth paying attention to
rescrve, by some kind of insurance. While other States are offering large premiums for the
introduction of them, exempting them from being scized for debt, or from being taxed, &c. &e.
ali having a tendencyyo draw them from us, we confidently hope the Legislature of Delaware
will not be the last, in adopting salutary measures for promoting their growth; for furthering
the infant manufactures of our country, and consequently our wealth and independence.—We
have no wish to dictate to you on the subject, but would merely suggest the propriety of enac-
ting a lzw for laying a tax onall dogs, (at least in New-Castle County,) sufficient to lessen the
number of useless ones, and at the same time to raise a furd to reimburse the losses occasioned
by their depredations on that defenceless animal, which we feel so much interestin propagating,
particularly at this timeq when we are probably on the eve of being entirely shut out fromall
forcign commerce, and Of necessity compelled to manufacture our own cloths.
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TO the Serate and fléﬁ:e'qf Representatives of the State of Delmware, the petition of the sub-
- scribers, inhabitants of New-Castle County—

RespEcTFULLY SHEWETH, That they are deeply impressed with a sensc of the necessity
of Legishative interference in a case of very-great importance—Many of your Petitioners have -
long labored under much difficulty in preserving their sheep from the ravages of dogs, which
so frequently annoy them, often to the destruction of whole flocks ina single night, particularly
in the vicinity of towns and villages; to the great injury and distress of many farmers, whoare
not able to repair the loss of their valuable flocks for years to come.  "Fhis serious evil is daily
becomeing more so, for as the population increases, the number of useless dogs also increase ;
which are a nuisance in several respects, among which that of hydrophobia or dog-madness is
not the least,—the cffects of which the people of Christiana Hundred have had but too fatal ex-

perience of—several of the Citizens, and a number of horses, cattle, hogs, &c. having been
bitten, since we petitioned your honorable hody last winter.

WE would further remark, that a valuable breed of this useful animal has been lately in-

.troduced among us from Spain, which is certainly an acquisition worth paying attention to
preserve, by some kind of insurance. While other States are offering large premiums for the
introduction of them, exempting them from being seized for debt, or from being taxed, &c. &c.
all having a tendency to draw them from us, we confidenitly hope the Legislature of Delaware

~ will not be the last, in adopting salutary measures for promoting their growth; for furthering
the infant manufactures of our country, and consequently our wealth and independence.—We
have no wishto dictate to you on the subject, but would merely suggest the propriety of enac- -
" ting a law for laying’a tax-onall dogs, (at least in New-Castle County,) sufficient to lessen the -
number of useless ones, and at the same time to raise a fund to reimburse the losses occasioned,
by their depredations on that defenceless animal, which we feel so much interestin propagating, - * Y
R Farﬁcularly at this time, when e are probably on the eve of being entirgly, shut out’fromall -
;{;"‘:‘;‘ oreign commerce, and of necessity compelled to manufacture our owp.cloths.. ;}-‘,ﬁ'/’.}
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To the Honourable, the General Assembly of tli_e'St_a't_c of Delaware:
. L ’ -« -The petition and remonstrance of the subscribers, humbly shezeth, L

¢ »That your petitioners have seen a pnblic fiotice, sibscribed by:Jacob Stout and. John Rays<
‘mond, in behialf: of the owners'and possessors of ‘the marshes and low grounds binding on thé
witers of the main south west branch of Duck-creck, stating that an application’ will -bé inade
by ‘petition to‘your-honourable body for an act authorizing and empowering them' to make ‘a
ba'_nL or dain atyoss the said rpar's’hcs.' and ‘low.grounds, o begin at or near ¥ hite-hall leidmg and
10 ran_from thence to Leatherberry’s point, so af nzvertheless (they aflgze ) not 1 deprice the citizeris of
the benefit of 1Y hite-hall lunding and a landing on the said Leatherberry’s point. -~ =~ . . o

"~ Your petitioners feel with the most lively concérn the great disadvaritagés-'“}hich will result to

them fram thé violationof their rights, by stopping up and obsiructing the navigation of so bold
aiid valuable 4 water as the south-west branch of Duck-creek; and are surprized at the novélty
of-an attempt; which has for:itg object the destruction of one of the best gifts of nature, fo pro-
mote a scheme merely imaginary and illosivesio- o . o oo 0 T 0 T R
-~ From the creek in (uestion .vessels have traded from time immemorial, of a burden from 1,500
to 2,500 bushels of grain 10 many of the most considerable marts in these States, namely, to' Phi-
ladelphia, New-York'and Boston; 1These vessels g6 to,-and réturd from, the highest place o de-
_posite on said creek, to wit, Nuudaiz’s landing; with) less inconvenience and greater speed thin arg
conimbi'if any of the waters of Delawart_:, the navigation of this being. unquestionably the bold-
est between Cupe-Henlopen and the Christiana; and it is well known, that the.inhabitanté'of a
large district of Kent county are interested in the preservation of'this creek, for, the casy expor-
tation of their produce and that it leads into the iniegior of-a 'sp% Advindifgdo a
state of cultivation and fertility, ! [ . : ‘
And your petitioners fuither beg leave to represent to your hdnour le body, that:scvm:al of

the undersigned hiave incurred great expenses in erecting whaives and bhilding graharies at ‘the
two landings which aie sitoated abave the contemplated bank and that these improvemenls pro-
muse to future generations, as they afford to the present, convenient places of deposite for whent,
Indian corn, staves and humber and will promote the cultivation of £rii)rests and' consequehily’
an increaze of the pricé of their lands; that above the contemplated bank, there now siand five -
rxcellent granaries and wharves, besides landindd and public and private’ wharves for staves,\
wood, &c. on hfgli Lauks suiffticuuy-vrlavatel ip.tha tisteawater. topether with dwelline-
honses built and lots purchased at high prices;jn consideration df\% sesaqt-acd future «prot
pect of a handsome and fourishing town on the banks of this convdi e‘Rt%rge‘;'\that_b publi
anthority, a road has been Iaid out from said 'llandings through the forest by lhe'hor‘séﬁk\ﬂ‘wﬁ. '

- Caroline county in the State nt: Maryland, throngh which, at no distnnL'éq’Q large quantjtics of -~ .
produce are expected to be denved for exportation; and that the exports'tor the $ist jm'&\f . 3
said landings, amount to 10,000 bLushels of corn and wheat and of large quantjes of barley, ~ +
grain and-wood. : : R _

And your petitioners beg leave to remark, that the five granaries above mentioned® belong 1b;-
several awners, soine of whom have received high prices for their use and occupation; and that,_ «
said granaries will seveaally contain, upon an avemge, from fiye to six thousamd busheld ;')f'gra'm,,:\x‘
being two stories ligh and built of the very best materials, thap could be obtaiped: that
by these improvements the community is afforded a most eligible, place”of deposite; ithe..
ing cntirely fast-land to the doors ot these granaries; and that there are. capacious, well-built
store-houses for the sale of inerchandize, crected at great trduble and expense by their proprietors,

Your petitioners will take leave to make a few _reuia[ks'or'l the impracticability of the improve-
ments proposed by the inarsh owners and tlie publicinconveniences wliich\\‘ill result, should they
contemplated bank be licensed by law, o .l -

It is und@rstood that WWhite-hall laudizg is the place of deposite intended by the xnish owgers, .

<

\

‘I S " ")\\

e Ty
for Duck-creek-neck, and Leatherberyy’s puint for Little-creek-neck, Qac_ll\_‘silun_lc on opposite .
sides of the south. west branch of l.)u.ck-crcck.‘ . Your petitiontrs beg leave to state, thiat from all
experience, the further a navigable water runs into'the interior of a country, the gréater are thic
advantages derived from it, and the more widely is water-carriage extended through the country
and land-carriage lessened, the latter being ahways toilsume and expensive, in comparison witls
the former; that this obscrvation presents a strong objection to Winte-hall landing as a place of
deposite, it bring at the bottom of a narrow neck of land, near the marsh, with no wharf or
granary or other suitable improvement and is wholly in the tenure of, and owned by, a single
individual, Mr. George Kennard; that no other landing but this can be made on that side, it
being the only fast-land below the scite of the intended bank; and that the establishinent of a
landing there would be an advantage to the applicants for the stoppage of the creek, ard to but
few, if any others, . ' : ) . o

That no one acquainted with the premises can doubt, that Leatherberry’s point is equally as
objectionable, as a place of deposite for the Little-creek side of said creek, as White-hall is for
the Duck-creck side, the reasons alrcady allgged against the latter, applying to the former with
equal force; and for the reasons following,jthe marshes contiguous to it are, in the opinion of
your petitioners, utlerly unimprovable—Yormesly, say between thirty and forty years ago,
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Messrs. C'h‘atles Hillyad, Thomas Parry and _ VLeatherberry 1l since, ‘deceased, and oth.
‘ers being men of enterprise:and wealth, conceived the plan of improving the marshes sitnate on, .
Green’s creek (2 small prong of the afdresaid south-west branch of Duck-creek) by embanking
and draining them’; this they performed in the most expensive and laborious ;manner and took
great precaution to secure their banks, from every possible injury ;=~but owing to the bad qual-
ity of the mud of which the banks were construtted and the inadequacy of the ground to the
purposes intended,.the expegifitions formed were frustrated and. the contemplaled meadow has
‘become for thirty years and upwards; a stagnant pond equally barven and offensive and presents
_an_evidence of mistaken judgment and unprofitable calculation, ‘The total ruin of the estate of
Leatherberry, is among tl"le-disagrceabla ‘consgquerces of this impracticable project.: | L
. -And your petitioners further represent, that the said Leatherberry’s point consists of 3 broken,
‘crooked nook -of land, intersected by glades ta. its extreme point, :is owned by ‘persons in theig
minority, as to seventy-five of a term of nigety-nine years, and is a tongue of land through which-
it would be impossible to.erect a good rpad,.owing to the intersection of glades and the crooked.

ness of its course. % . S et R L
. For'the reasons above stated and.many -others which .your petitianers are able to off¢r, they
, most humbly pray your honourable -body, thatina Jaw.may pass, which in any respect may ine;
.jure or impede the navigation of l%?_ main south-west branch of Duck-creek, but that the pame "
L . PN faet ;o L e ‘.'_. S

‘be crjoyed as it has been heretofy
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To the Honourable, the General Assembly af the State of Delaware.

ey The pelflzu_naTnd rem;ut}tznce of llé;ayégm'{zqrs, ﬁumbf} skexeth,- -
st T AEAPRE AT d Ll & MRS ot N . PR ier] AT SR s -

- That yourjlxctiiionerg.,h;\vc'_ seen-a piublit totjce; subscribed by Ja ob Stout and. John Ray-
‘mond;.in behalf of -th'e-.pilvncrs:and‘ possessots of the marshessind low grounds. binding on the
wateis of the main sontlr ivest branch of Duck-cretk, stating that an ‘dpplication will: e made
liy petition to your hono‘t}.‘ab]e.-.bo;dy fot an act authorizing.and empojvering : them- to’ make i
bink-or.dam across the s3id- marshes and <law:grounds, to begin_.at or neair White-hall landg ind
20 run from theace to Leatherbyrry’s poent 50,08 nezertheless: (théjallege ) wot to deprive the citizeas of
the beaefit of White-hall Ia{idmg,axd a lm;ufutg on the said Letifherberry's p'(':mt PR :
., Your.petitioners feel withithe -mest lively .cancern the great disadvantages which will result to
them from the violation of their; rigltd; by .stopping up ardd obstructing the navigation. of so bold
andl'valuable a water as the sonth=west: branch of. T)uckacrcekj_hnd aré surprized at the novélty
- oF.an attempt, which has f()r.|t.a._ongc,E-.lhc.,destr'uction'.of oné of the best gifts of nature, to pro~
‘3note a schewe merely.imaginary and itlusive, -7 - - oy i e o e -
..,From the.creek’in guestion vess¢ls have: traded. from time i’m{‘ﬁcmnriai,'ofa'burdcn fromn 1,500
to 2,300 bushels of grain'to many of the nost considerable marts in thesc Siates. namely, to Phi-
}Qdélphié} New-York and,_Bo's:'_on.: :.Tbcscivéssel? g0 to;and réourd frog@.’!llmhighest place of de-
posite.an said creek, t0 wit,' Nuudain’s landing, with less incanvenicace and greater speed: than arc
commoriiin any of the waters of Delaware;, the navigation of thiis being unquestiorably tlic.bold:, -
est between Cape-llenlopen and the Christiana; and it is'wellikhownyi that the inhabitants of “a.
large district of Keat county are interested in the preservation of this eréck; for. the casy expor-
~ ‘tatjon of their preduce and. that it feads into the inzerior of a country rapidly advancing to-a
* state of cultivation and feriility, - - . : . i
And your petiVioners further beg leave to:represent to your hongurable body, that scveral-of
. -theundersigned have incurred great expenses in erecting wharves and bdilding granaries at the
7% 1wo landings whicl are situated above the contemplated bank and that thesz iniprovements pro-
' - ynise to future generations, as they afford to the present, convenient placés of deposite for wheat,
Indian corn, staves and lamber and will promote the cultivation of our farests and conéequenlly
" anincrease of the pice of their lands; that above the contemplated bank, there.now stand five
. excellent granaries and_wharves, besides landings and public and private wharves for staves,
' “weod, &¢,- on !ﬁgh,pny\ﬁs; sufficiently elevated above !he-.iidg-_\i'_a‘lcr."f_i;ge'thcr with. dwelling-. *

b hones hileand lors yercliSed Subish nrices; in consideralignplilicy Jesent and .futuré  pros:
~_, pect of a handsome and flourishing town on the banks of shis"conveiient creek ; ISt by PUbhcE
authority, a roatl has been laid out from said fandings through the forest by the horse-head to
+ Caroline county in the State of Maryland, through which, at ne distant day, large quantitics of
produce are expected to be derived for exportation; and that the exports for the last year, from
, said landings, amount to 40,000 bushels ol” corn and wheat and of large quasitities of barley,

. grain and \:}0(!},;?«" . N _
vy wond pgfitio S beg leave to rémark, that the five granaries above inéntioned, belong to
' sseveral owner sonie of whom have received high prices for their use and occupation ; and?hat
‘ng’d granaffesall severally contain, upon an average, frmn five to six thousand bushels of grain,
¢ being. two stone high and built of the very best materials, thivw, could be obtained; that
‘by these improvements the comitunity is afforded a most eligible plave of deposite, it be.
ing entircly fast-land to the doors ot these granaries; and that there are capacious, well-huile
store-houses for the sale of merchandize, erected at great troublg and expgnse by their proprietors.

Your petitioners will take leave to make a few remarks on the impracticability of the inprove-
ments proposed by the narsh ownersand the pablic inconveniences which will result, should the
contemplated bank be licensed by law. '

It is understood that JFkite-hall larding is the place of deposite intended by the inarsh owners,
for Duck-creek-neck, and Leatherberry’s point for Little-creck-neck, cach situated on opposite
sides of the touth-west branch of Duck-creck.  Your petitioners beg leave to state, that from all
experience, the fusther a navigable water runs into the interior of a cauntry, the greater arc the
advantages derived from it, and the more widely is water-carriage extended through the country
and land-carriage lessened, the fatter being always toilsome and cxpensive, in comparison with
the former; that this observation presents a strong objection to White-hall landing as a place of
deposite, it being at the bottom of a narrow neck of land, near the marsty, with no wharf or
granary or other suitable improvement and is wholly in the tenure of, and dwned by, a single”

. individual, Mr. George Kennard; that no otlier landing but this can be made on that sidf:,ait'
being the only fast-land below the scite of the intended bank; and that the establishiment of a
landing there would be an advantage to the applicants for the stoppage of the creck, and to but
few, if any others,

That no oic acquainted with the premises can doubt, that Leatherberry’s point is equally as
objectionable, as a place of deposite for the Little-creek cidsof said creek, as White-hall is for
the Duck-creek side, the reasons already alleged against the latter, applyin} to the former with
equal force; and for the- reasons following, thé marshes contiguous to it are, in the opinion of
your petitioners, utterly nnimprovable—LFormerly, say betwcen thirty and forty years ago,

]

,




~"Messrs. Charles H‘l!ymﬂ Thotnis Pewyrand 'Leatherberry all since, deceased, and oths
ers bemg men of enterpirise and wealth, conceived the plan of improving the marshes situate on
Green’s creek{a small prong-of the aforesaid south-west branch of Duck- creek) by embanking
. and draining them; this they performed in the most expensive and laborious manner and took
- great precaution to secure their’ banks, from every possible injury ;—but owing to the bad qual-
ity of the mud of which the banks were eonstructed and the inadequacy of the ground to the .
purposes intended;:the expectations formed were frustrated and the contemplated meadow has -
become for thirty years and upwards, a stagnant pond equally barren and offensive and presents
-an evidence of mistaken judgment and unproﬁtago calculation, The total ruin of the estate of
Leatherberry, is among the disagreeable consequences of this lmpracnmble project.’ ,
And your petitioners further represent, that the said Leatherberry’s point consists of a broken,
-crooked nook of land, intersected by glades to its extreme point, -is owned by persons in their ..
) mmomy, as to seventy-ﬁve of aterm of mnety-mne years, and is a tongue of land through which’
it would be impossible to erect a good road, owing to the intersection of glades and the crooked.
ness of its course. :
* _For the reasons above stated and many others which your petmoners are able.to offer,” t,ey :
most humbly pray your honourable body, that nolaw may pass, which in any respect may in«

jure or impede the navigation of the main soulh-west branch of Duck-creek butt at !he sama -
‘be enjoyed as it has been herctofore, . g

/Kf/ Z273 M a
101// ‘/ﬂ[' ohe> .
% % la;;winn <

%/dmyzizzzc/dft

u(xm./, o '(‘c;/ i mww@" S
‘//ut_ ("””U Ul n ’7&”’%"/

%wjé Jdﬂ // fanter g)’n%’/ O

Gnad Gl 0 407
@ ;,_) 72 ¢2* C

Y /Z/

/,/. a - (C_=




Td the Honourable; the General Assembly-of ll}e State of Delaware.

o The petition and remonstrance of the subscribers, humbl_y sheweth, . - . -
. R .t - . . - L R AR TR NS P
i +Fhat jguripctilioncrg_-have_-secn a publi¢ rfotice, subscribed by Jacob, Stout.and John Ray-
mond, in behalf; of, the owners and possessors of the marshes and low; grounds binding on thé’
waters of the main soitth west bm,nch,qf,l)uckfcreek, stating that an . al'xplicatioﬁiw_ill..tiea'm'adc
by pefition to \your_honourabl_e,bot_iy for an act authorizing and empowering :them: to-make-a
bauk -or dam across the said marshes and low grounds, fo begin' at or rear White-hall :landing. and
to ian from thence’ lg.Lealher_b_err_zfs point; so as nevertheless (they allege ) not lo déprice the citizens of
the benefit ,.,f,}[/,'ldle-'hall la{:dmg, and a lezg. on-the said Leatherberry’s potnt....: - .~ .- .. R
., Yoit pe[ixione't'StrcL‘l'Wllh':l!lc. most lively concern the great disadvantagés which.will result to
them-fram the violation of their, rights; by stopping up and obstracting thenavigation of eo bold
and valuable a water as the south-west branch of: Duck-creeky . and are surprized.atthe novelty
of an attempt; which has for.its object the destruction of oné of the best gifts of nature, to pro-

.
‘.
>

ihote a.5cheme mérély'im‘aginary. and llosive, .o oLnomcaa L0 Tmtaize il St
i Fiom thd-creck in_question vessely have traded from time immemorial, of a burden frot’ 1,500
to 2,300 bushels of grain 1o many of the most considerable martsin these States; namely, to.Phiz
ladélphia, New-York and Boston. -These vessels go to, and réturii from, the highest place of de-
posite on s2id creek; td Wity Noudain’s landing, with less inconvenience and greater speed thdir are
common in any of the watersof Delaware, _the navigation of this being unquestionably thie bold." -
est between Cape-Henlopen and the Christiana ; and it is well-Known, that the inhabitants of a1
Jarge district of Kent cou}nty-are.mtcrestgd in the preservation of this creek, for the casy expor-
tation of their produce and that it leads into the<interior of a cquniry rapidly advancing to 3
state of cultivation and fertility. Sotatere ) ’ . R

And your petitioners further beg leave to represent to your honbur_able=body, that several of |
the undersigned have incurred great expenses in erectingwhagves and building mranariesdt the |
two landings which are sitvated above the coitemplated bank and that these improvewents pro- .
mnise to future generations, as they afford to the present; convenient places of deposite for.wheat, -+
Indian corn, staves and luinber and will promote the cultivation of ouT forcsgs Bnd’cbn‘seq}mml‘y-i‘ RN
an increase of the price of their lands; that above the contemplated banky thiere now stand five 3
excellent granaries and wharves, besides Jandings and public and prvate i&"ln_‘ar{gs for stavesy, .\
wood, &c. on high banks sufficiently elevated above the tide-water, together ‘with dwel g TA
Houses built and lots purchased at high prices, in consideration of the pr&nt and future pros- -3
pect of a handsame and flourishing town on the banks of this convgnignt creek; that:by puplic : * <3
authiority, a road has bedsidaid out fryn sajd landings Thrgugh the forest by the horse-head 1o .
Caroliné county in the State of Maryland, through which, at nq distant day,* Xr‘geim'{qmicg of, AN N
produce are expected to be. derived for expoftation; and that the"exports for the fadt year, from ‘
said landings, amount to 40{00 bushels gcorn ‘and wheat and of large quabtities of barley, N
graliiand wood. . - o RN YT c N
. +And your petitioners beg léave to fematk, that the five granaries above l}_cntionc_.d, belong to " "
\everal owners, somne of whom have received high prices for their use and occupation; and that -
s3id granaries will severally contain, upon an averdge, from five to six 1housand bushels of grain,, .
beia® wwo stories high and-built-of the very, hest ipaterials, that-could be obtained; that =~
by these improvements the commanity is afforded 3 most eligible place of deposite, it be.
ing entirely fast-land to the doors of these granaries; am?‘th:;t there are capacious, well-Duil
store-liouses for the sale of merchandize, erected at great,trouble and expense by-their proprietass..

Your petitioners will takg leave to-tnake a few remarks oji the impracticability of the improve-
ments proposed by the !narsh owners and the public mconveniences which will result, should the
vontemplated bank be licensed by law. TNy o s T :

It is understood that [Fkde-hall landing is the place of deposite intended by the marsh owners,
for Duck-creck-neck, and lﬁalherberm’s point for Little-Eregk-neck, cach situated.on opposite”
sides of the south-weést brandh of Duck-creek. Your petitioners beg leave to state, that from all
experience, the farther navigable water ru:ns into the interior of a countryy the greater are the
advantages derived from it, and the more widely is water-carriage extended through ‘the country
and land-carriage lessened, t]u_: latter being always toilsome and expensive, in comparison witls
the furmers that this observation presentsa strong abjection to White-hall landing-as a, place of |
deposite, it being at the bottom of a narrow neck of land, near the mdrsh, with ‘no ‘wharfor?
granary or other suitable improvement and is wholly in the tenure of, and owned by, a single -
individual, Mr. George Kennard; that no other landing but this can be made on that side, it
being the only fast-land below the scite of the intended bank; and that the establishment of a
landing there would be an advantage to the apphicants for the stoppage of the creek, and to but
few, it any othas, . . T R

That no oe acquainted with the premises can doubt, that Leatherberry’s point is equally as
objectionable, ag a place of drposite for the Little-creek side ot said creek, as White-hall is for
the Duck-creek side, the reasons already alleged against the latter, applying to the former with
equal force and for the reasons following, the marshes contjguous to 1t are, in‘the opinion of
your petitioners, utterly unimprovable—Formerly, say between thiity-Teafigge-y cars-ego, -
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s

}

'!
|

%S

A



A PRV IF SETEIR B S R FOLE LS r:zi}' "-8"'-?3"‘
R y S

Mes:rs Charles H:“yald Thomas Parry and Leatherbeny 311 smce, deceased and otle
ers bieing men of enterprisa’and wealth; tonceived the plan of improving the marshes sitnate on
Green’s creck (2" small prang of the aforesaid south-west braach of Duck-treek) by embanking
aid draihing them; this;they performed” in the most expenswe and laborioos ‘manneér and took
great precaution’to secure: theit banks, from ‘every. possxb!e injory ;—bot owing to the bad qual:
ity.of the mad of which the banks weré constructed ‘ahd ‘the inadequacy of the.ground to thé
purposes intended, the exsectattons formed were frustrated and - the contemplated meadow has’
become for thirty years and npwards; a Stagnant. Kond equally barren angl offensive and presents
an ¢vidence of mistaken Audgment and uiprofitable calculation-< The total ruin-of the estate of
L&thcrberry, is among. the disagrecable consequences of this i lmpracnca le project.’

~-And your petitioners further repicsent, that the sald Leatherbeiry’s point consists of a- broLen,
croo.;ed nook of land, interseéted by glades to 'its extreme point,*is owped by persons in their
mmonty, as to sevcnty-ﬁveof aterm of ninety-nine years, and is a !ongue of land through which
it would be ImPOSSlble to c}’ect a good road, owxng to the lnterscetlon of glades and thc crooked.
nes$ of. its courses TR N R

- For. the reasoris above. stated and many. others whtch your tmoners aré able to oB'er, they
most humbly pray yout honoarable: body, that no law may. passy: which in any respect may ins.

. jure nr.lm ede the - navxgalmn ofihe.mamsomha“cst branch ofl)t;ck crcck~but t at ihe same
be en_]oye is n has been beretofore. i R
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To the IIonourabic, the General Assembly of the State of Delaware.

8 T pelition and rémonstrance of the subscribers, humbly shexeth, .: .

R S ] L
s That "ygur'pet'lt{bn:rs._have seen a public notice, subscribed by Jacob Stout and John Ray-
‘moid; in behalf of the owners and possessors of the marshes and low grounds binding on the
‘waters of the.main south west branch of Duck-creek; stating that an application will be. made
by -pelition to your. honourabie body for an act authorizing and cmpowering them. to- make a
_ban‘(mr.dam'across the <a|d marshes ?“d low grounds, fo begin at or near White-kall lunding ind
to run from thesce to Leatherberry’s point, so as nevertheless (they allege ) not to deprive the citizens of
the berefit of H., hitd-kull lunding aud a landing on the said Leatherberry’s point. ' 7
+ . Your. petitioners feel with the.most lively concern the great disadvantages which will result to
tliem from the violation of their rights; by stopping up and obstructing the navigation of so bold
and'valuable a water as the south-west branch of Duck-creek; and are surprized at thc'novehyi
of 40 attempt, which has for its object the destriction of one of the best gifts of na:ure, to pro-
iiote.a scheme merely imaginary and illusive. ™ . - L T
. Fiomthé:creek in.question yessels have traded from time immemorial, of a burden from 1,500
to 2,500 bushels of grain to many of the most constderable marts in these States, namely, to Phi-
badélphia, New-York and Boston, These vessels go to, gpd:return from, the highest place of de-
posite:on said creek, to wity Naudain’s landing, with less inconvenicnce and greater speed than arc
comion:in any of the waters of Delaware, the navigation of this being unguestionably the bald-
est between Cape-Henlopen and the Christiana; and it is well.known, that the inhabitants of a
large district of Kent county are interested in the preservation of this creck, for the easy expor-
tation of their produce and that it leads into the interior of a country rapidly,advancing to a
‘state of cultivatimand fertility. ' T, R
And your petitioncss further beg leave to represent to your hon‘)\lrable body, that severgl of
the undersigned have incurred great expenses in erecting whaives and building granaries at"thel
" two landings which are sitvated above the contemplated bank and that these improvements pjo-
mise to fiture gencrations, as they afford to the present, convenient places ¥f deposite for 'f%,
Indian corn, staves and lnmber and will promote the cultivation of our foregts gpd conscq@v
an increase of thé price of their Jands; that above the coutemplated:bank, Tgre now stin®&c
excellent granaries and wharves, hesides landings and public and private, wharves for staws,
wood, &c. o high banks sufficiently elevated abaxg the tide-wgter :togethed. with duwelling-
houses built and lats pjirchased at high prices, o ideralipna g e_presqut-and “fRture, pros-
pect of a handseme and ffourishing town on the banks of this convehient creck ; that by jiublic
authority, a road has been laid out from said landings through the forest by the horse-head to
Caroline county in the State of Maryland, through which, at no distant day, Jarge quantitics of
produce are expected to be derived for exportation; and that the exports for the last year, from
said landings, amount to 40,000 bushels of corn and wheat and of large quautities of barley,
grain and wood. . . o~ D _ o
And your petitioners beg leave to refmark, that the 'ﬁv%naries above mentioned, belong to
several owners, some of whomn have received bigh prices for their use and occupation; and that
said granarics will severally contain, uponan average, from five to six thousand bushels of grain,
being two stories high and built of the very best materials, that could be-obtained ;- that
by these improvements e commnunity is afforded a most éligible place of deposite, it be.
fag cotirely fast-land to the doors of these granaries ; and that there are dapagious, well-built
store-houses for the sale of merchandize, erected at great trouble and expense by their proprictors?
Your petitioners will take leave to make a few remarks on the impracticability of the improve-
ments proposed by the inarsh owneisand the publicinconvenicnces whith will tesult, should the
contemplated bank be licensed by law, . AT s
It is understood that J#hite-hall landing is the place of deposite intendcd by the marsh owners,
for Duck-creck-neck, and Leatherberry's point for Little-creek-ncck, cach sitaated on opposiies
sides of the south-west branch of Duck-creek. Your petitioners beg leave to state, that from afl®
experience, the further a navigable water runs into the interior of a country, the greater are the
advantages derived from it, and the more widely is water-carriage extended through. the country -

and land-carriage lessened, thie latter being always toilsome and expensive, in conmpatison with

the former; that this observation presentsa strong objection to White-hall landingras a*pl3ge df » €~

deposite, it being at the bottom of a narrow neck of land, ncar the marsh, with no wharfor
nary or other suitable improvement and is wholly in the tenure of, and owned by, a single ;
individual, Nir. George Kennard; that no other landing but this can_bé magg hat sidegtity
being the offty fast-land below the scite of the intended bank; and that the est gnent of
fanding there would be an advantage to the applicants for the stojpage of the qreck,\"md.to bu\
few, if any others. T :
That no one acquainted with the premises can doubt, that Leatherberry’s point is equally as
objectionable, as a place of deposite for the Little-creek side of said creck, as’ White-hall is for,.
the Duck-creek side, the reasons alrcady alleged against the latter, applying to the former with
_equal force; and for the reasons following, the marshes contiguous to ‘it are, in the opinion of

.

your petitioners, uiterly unimprovable—Formerly, say between thirty and. forty years qgo‘, ~

\
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‘Messrs. Charles Hillyard, Thomss Parry and ~ 5 Leatherberry all since, deccas'g_d, and othe
‘ers being mén of enteryirise and wealth, conceived the plan‘of improving the marshes situaté on
Green's creck (a small prong of the aforesaid south-west branch of Duck-creek) by embanking
and draining them’; .this they performed in the most’ expensive and laborious ‘manner and took
-great précaution to secure their banks, from every possible injury ;—but owing to the bad qual-
ity of the niud of -which the banks were construc ed'aiid the inadequacy of thé ground to the
purposes intended; the expectations formed were frtistrated and- the coritemplated 'meadow bas
‘become for thirty years and upwards, .2 stagnant . pbrd equally barren and offenisive and presents
an evidence 6f mistaken judgment and unprofifable-calculation; Tlie total ruin of the estate of
Leatherberry, is dtmong the disagrceable consequeqges of this impracticable project, : - T
'And your petitioners furtlier repiesent, thatghe id Leatherberry’s point consists of a broken,
crooked nook’ of land, intersected by glades to’jt ;:g;rélme point, :is owried:.by persons in their
minority, as to seventy-five of a term of nifety-niné years, and is a tongue of land through which
jt would be impossible to erect a good road, owing-to the intersection of glades and the crooked.

_ness of its course. - Y A C e T
.. For the reasons aboye stated and magag ‘others which your petitioners are able to offer, they

" mast humbly pray your honourable- bolly, that no law may pass, which in any respect may ine

_jure or impede the navigation. of the main south-west branch of Duck-creek, but that the same- -

-be enjoyed as it has beeq heretofore. - m&/
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.'To the Honourable, the General Assembly of the State of Delaware.
Lap -+ g 1The petition and remonstrance of the sabscribers, humbly shezeth, ... .+
RIS Y T 'ycm'r'Fel’x\ibﬁbgﬁ“h,a_\',e_ seen a public notlce; sibsénted by Jacob Stout aﬁd’ﬂéh’ﬁ l'h;-
. “tiond, in balinf. of -the oiwners antl ossessors of the warshes and low. grounds bindibg ot thé
* ratels of the main sonth wést branch of Duck-creck, siating that an applicition will be tnada
- By Hetitiod Yo your horowrable body fof an act authorizing and cmpo eitnz' themt* Yo" Thaké'd
Vank'or datitaerdsd the saud marshes and 16w grounds, fo bégin-dt or rear TPhite-hall lindm Gnll
£ 'rkit fiom't ke to Léutherbery’s ﬁ'oinr.-sg; ai nevertheless (they bllge) ot lo deprive the tifizens of
! the bendhe of, W hite-Yall tintlig and i lakding on the said Léatherberry's poiat, ¥ .1 3" RURE
75 Yor iictit'loﬁ'é_'r"s' feel Witle the most lively concern the wrréat disadvantages which will resiilt 't
them Trom the violayioh of their right$; by stopping b and ebstracting the navigation of 30 56!3
aitd valuable & Water s the south-west Urarch of Dack-creek; and are surpfized a¢ the’ _ri'dir‘élty
of &h teimpt, Wwhich has for its bbject.the destruetion of one of thie best gifts of hatuie, 1o Pré?
i'i‘x.'(])\ié"a"ScN&ltié ‘Hb’l”l’.‘y {mhgma‘ryrd“d i][n;iy;;- R - L A
. From the' creek’ nt ilne'ﬁﬁoni%ssé!! liave traded from thiné imme morial; of 4 biirden from 1,500
10°2,500 bushels of grain to many of the most considerable marts in these States; ddely; to' Phid
1idbiphita; NeW: York and Bodiow;, “Thizse vesiels go to, And retiirn from, (1 hightst platc of de-
4Eite ohisaid creek] 1o Wity Neudain’s landing, with less incdn’ir'gbién(‘b and wreatet 's]i'g:'e’d ‘thhn &rd
£ominon in Hny bf e Walers 6F Delawait, the navigation of this beink oriquestionably the bold-.
est between Cape-Hentopen and the Christiana; and it is well: knowh; thiat the 1aliabitaatévf-a
farge district,of Kent county are interested in the preservation of this creek, for, the tasy 'expor-
ration of their produle dnd that it leads into the interior of a country rapidly advancing to'a
sstate of cultivation and fertility. ' R et
And your petitioners further beg leave to represent to your honourable body, that severzl of

‘the undersizned have iqcurred‘gr_eat expenses in erecting wharves and building gradaries at the:
two landifgs. which-are situated dbove the contemplated bank and that these improvements pto-
imise to future generationy, as they afford to the present, convenient places of deposite for wheat,
Indian cora, staves and lumber and Will promote the cultivation of our forests and consetjuently
“an increase of the price of tINIr lands; - that above the contemplated bank, there now stand five
excellent gran'ari_és and wlg besides landings and public and pr'n"ale*\ﬂ:il_r'vés for staves,
wosd: &c. on ligh banks’safitiently clevated above the tide-walér, wget‘tr Vith dyelling-
fiouses built and lots porchased at high prices, in coﬁsidcration_\&fthc Jresen and ‘futuge pros-

yectof a handéofne bnd flourishing town on the banks of this co

: o ) nk . é"‘.‘“‘\‘\":"—k‘}?&ﬂ%i blic
authority, a read has been aid out irom said landirgs through the forest by the Norsé-hieadl-to
‘Caroline county.in the State of Maryland, through which, at no distant day, large quantitics of
]')‘ijd'(\cc are expectcd to be derived for expo.rtation s and ll}nt the exports for the fast )’e:.ir._from |
gaid landings, amount to 40,000 bushels ol comn and wheat and of large quantities of barley,

rain and wood, . S | o

And yoar petitioners beg leave to temark, that the five granaries above mentioned, belong to
several owners, some of whom have' received high prices for their nse and occupation; ard that
said ‘granames will severally contain, uponan average, from five to six thousand bushels of grain,
being two stories high and built -of the very best materials;” that could be ohtained; that
Dy these improyements the community is afforded aj most eligible uh‘ce of d.gp(\‘si‘te‘ it Je.
ing entirely fast-land to the doors ot these: granaries ; and that there are capacious, well-built
store-louses for the sale of merchandize, erected at great trouble and cxpense by """;r-l"“i’riet_ors;

Your pelitinneis will take leave to make a few remarks on the ;’mpmgsiggwj gftlie imprave-
ments proposed by the arsh owners and the public inconvenicnces which will restlt shivatd tlic
cqntemplatcd bank be licensed by law. - : : 3

1t i5 understood that 1 hite-hall landing is the plge of deposite intended by the inarsh awners,

for Duck-creck-neck, and Leutherberry’s pomt for Little-creek-neck, each situated on’ opposite
sides of the south-west branch of Duck-creck.  Your petitioners beg leave to state, that from all
experience, the further a navigable water runs into the interior of a country, the greater are the
advantages derived from it, and the more widely is water-carriage extended through the country
and land-carriage lessened, the latter being always toilsome and expensive, in comparison with
the formierj that this obscrvation presentsa strong objection to White-hall landing 332 place of
deposite, it being at the bottom of a narrow neck of land, near the marsh, with no wharf or
granary or other suitable improvement and is wholly-in the tenure of, and owned by, a sifglag
individual, Mr. George Kennard; that no othier landing but this cap bemade;on” that side;’

~ peing the only fast-fand below the scite of the intended bank; and thatthe establishment of 2
tanding there would be an advantage to the applicants for the stoppage of the creek, and to buf
Yew, if any others. ' :

“That no one acquainted with the premises can doubt, that Leatherberry’s point is equally as
objectionable, as 3 place of deposite for the Little-creek side of said creek, as White-hall is for
Ahe Duck-creek side, the reasons already alleged against the latter, applying to the former with
equal force; and for the reasons following, the marshes contiguous to it are, in the opinion of
your pelitioners, utterly unimprovable—Lormerly, say between thirty and forty years ago,
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Messrs. C I_esrl]iiljr'aid,.'l'llaﬁxaé Parry iu%d %" “:Leatherberry all since, deceaded, and oth§

a5

> - . ., . . - i 3 . thes siiuate‘élr'i ’
ers beine en of enterprise, and wealth, conccived the plan of improving the-marsh nate’on
"Griéénl’éac' : h(al.s.m“.ﬁ prong of the afore il south-west branch-of Duck-creek) by.embanking

‘and drainigg hem ;. this they performed ia thé:most expehsive and Jaborions ; manper and took
[prvav S anang C i} APRErEARTINR ",

- great P“.z-“-gf a0,

1ity, of thie thod..of wl

v

irposes ies;::né.esl... the

expectations formegl were frustrated and. the conterpplated .meadow has

ecome.for thirty’ years and upwards, a stagnant pond equally barren and offensive and presents .

‘mg’;vidppg& Qf‘,;njgtgkéd judgment,and yil%roﬁtable calculation, 'sThe total ruin of the estate ?f

therberry;; 1% among ghq;glisagrpe;tb‘lq cofisequences of this imprac,timl?le projecti: | - oy e
- And.your petitiopers further. represent, that the said Leatherberry’'s point consjsts ofa ,bf?ke‘!i
drooked nook pF,land, intersscted by gladeg to, ts extreme paint;;is owned by,petsons In thels

_sinority, a8 to scventy-five of a term of niriety-nine years, and is a jangue of land through which

-
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lje?qgill{izs[ :ons;tbove stated ;u’)d[many. others which yonr .pet.itiot.lqrs,;ar.g: able;to offer, they
;ﬂ&s;‘h” _Hly. pray your _hpr_.\qurab_lg_;body, that no law may pass, which in any-respect may:in-
'i“;r:.?:} ¢ impede;the | Eavxgat;_qn,of the main south-west ,brgpch_‘of' Duck-creel;, but Iq_la_t. ‘he.§§m¢
be enjoyedasit has been heretofore, . < T Ty TLoan e
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afian o secaie their banks, froril;every_ possible injury ;<=but owing 1o, the bad qual- " -
J.of which the banks were constructed:and- the inadequacy of;the: ground to the- .’

it would bgimpossible tg crect a good road;owing to the intersection of glades and.the crooked.
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To the Haonourable, the Generai_ Asse.mbly of the State of Delaware.

. The petition and remonstrance of the subscribers, humbly shexceth,
o 3 ) s ’ ’ o -

¢+ That your petitioners have seen a public notice, subscribed by Jacob Stout and John Ray-
moid, in behalf; of the owners and possessors of the marshes and low, grounds binding ‘on the
wateis of the main sonth-west branch of Duck-creek, stating that an application will be made
tiy tition.toypur honourable body for an act authorizing and empowering themn. to- make-a
harf:o‘r.dam actpss the satd marshes and_low grounds, fo begin at or near White-hall landiig. and
fo bxa_from theuct {0 Leathérberryps point, so as nevertheless (they allege ) not lo deprize the citizens of

the penefit of F¥tite-hall landing and a landing oit the said Leatherberry's point. .
2 Your;petiﬁﬂnﬁfi't"-“l with:the most lively concern the great disadvantages which will result to
then from the v}:qjat'ion'of.lhcxr_ rights, by stopping up and obstructing the navigation of so'bold
.- andvaliable a wjter as the south=west branch of Duck-creék; and are surprized at the novelty

of.an ;ggcmm?\-_b(éh has for.its object the destruction'of one of the best gifts of nature, to pro-

’

. raote aschicwe merely imaginary and illusive. i . oo e
¥ rom.ibd.creek i ynestion vessels haye tiaded from time immemorial, of 2 burden from 1,500
to 2,500 bushels'of grain to many of the most considerable <narts in these States. namely,.to Phi-
. ladélphia; News Yprk and Boston, These vessels go 1o, and réturn from, the highest place of de-
- posite-on snid Ql'etk;l to wit, Naudain's landing, with Jess inconvenience and greater speed than are
- commori:in_any of the waters of Delawarg; the navigation of this being unquestionably the bold-"
est between Cape-}!cnlnpen and the Christiana; and it is wejl known, that.the Inhabitants of a
large district of Keat county are interested in the preservation of this creck, for the easy expor-
tation of their produce and that it Icads into the interior of a country rapidly advancing to a
state of cultivation and fertility. C - ' !
“And your petitioners further beg leave to represent to your honourable body, that several of
the undcrsigned have incurred great expenses in erecting wharves and building granaries at "tlie
two landings which are situated above the contemplated bank and that these improvements pro-
mige to future generations, a3 they afford to the present, convenient places of deposite for w*it,' -
Indian corn, staves and lamber and will promote tie cultivation of our forests Md consequed

anincrease of the pice of their tands; that above the contemplated bank, there now stand fivd =i, - . ‘
"escellent granarics and wharves, besides landings and public and: private wharves for staves,””

PO

wood, &c, on high banks sufficiently clevated above the tide-water, together with¥dwelling=.
Tonsss-built and lots pnrchased at l)ig!l prices, in consideration_of the present and futiire calos ' o
prect of a2 handsome m;d ﬂourifhing town on the banks of thié convenient creek; that by public
authority, a road hias been laid out from said landings through the forest by the horsé-head to
Caroline county in thg State of Maryland, through which, at no distant day, large quantitjes of
produce are expected to be derived for exportation; and that the cxports for the fast year, from
said landings, amount to 40,000 bushels of corn and wheat and of laige quantities of barley,
grain and wood. 2t e
- And your petitioners beg leave to remark, that the five granaries above mentioned, belong’to
several owners, some of whom have received high prices for their nse and occupation; and that,
said granaries will sevéially contain, nponan average, from five to six thonsand bushels of grain,
Leing two stories high and built 6f the very best materials, that could e obtained; that
by these improvements the community is afforded a most eligible place of deposite, it be.
ing entirely fast-land to the doors ot these granaries; and that there are capacious,” well-built
store-liouses for the sale of merchandize, erccted at great trouble ani expense by their proprietors,

- Your petitioners will take leave to make a few remarks'on the impracticability of the improve-
ments proposed.by the marsh owners and the public inconveniznces which will resilt, should tiid
contemp!ated.bank te licensed by law, * ' _

It-is understood that /#hite-kall landing is the place of deposite intended by the marsh owners,
for Duck-creek-neck, and Leatherberry’s pomnt for Little-crecek-neck, cach sitnated on opposité
sides of the south-west branch of Duck-creek.  Your petitioners beg leave to state, that from al}

“experience, the further a navigable water runs into the interior of a country, the greater are tlic
advantages derived from it, and the more widely is water-carrjage extended throngh the ¢ountry
and land-carriage lessened, the fatter being always toilsome and expensive, in comparison with
the foriner; that this observation presents a strong objection to White-hall fanding as a place of
deposite, it being at the bottom of a narrow neck of land, near the marsh, with no wharf or
granary or other suitable improvement and is wholly in the tenure of, and.owned by, a single
indiv'u?:)al. Mr. George Kennard; that no other linding but this can be madc on that side,-it
being the only fast-land below the scite of the intended bank; and that the:establjshment of % -
landing there would be an advantage to the applicants for the stoppage of the creek, ard to hut
fow, it any others. - .

That no one acquainted with the premises can doubt, that Leatherberry’s point is equally ag
objectionable, as a place of deposite for the Little-creek side of said creek, as White-hall is for
the Duck-creck side, the rcasons already allezed against the latter, applying to the former with
equal force; and for the reasons following, the marshes contiguous to it are, in the opinion of
your petitioners, utterly unimprovable—Formerly, sy between thirty and -forty years ago,

»



\“‘:‘

~‘Messrs. Chailes Hiflyaid, Thomas Patry 3nd Leatherberry all since, deceased, and oth-
™ ers beinz. men’ of enterprise and wealth, conceived the ptin of imptoving the marshes situate on
Green’s: creek -(a *small prong of the aforesaid south-west branch of Dack-creek) by émbanking
and draining themy this they performed in the most- expensive, and laborioos ‘manner and took
great precaution to secure their banks, from every possible injury ¢=~but owing to:the bad qual-
ity of the mud of which the banks wete constructed 'and ‘the inadegitacy of the ground to tha
purposes intended, the expectations formed ‘were frustrated and‘ the contemplated meadow has
‘become for thirty years and upwards; 2 stagnant doml equalty bafren and offensive nd presents
an tevidence of :inistaken judgmentand udprofita le calenl@ian,. - The total ruin of'the estate of
Leatherberry, is agiong. the disagresablé consequences of this impratiicable project,ii - :

- And .your-petitioners furtlier represent, that the said Leatherberry’s pint consists of a broken,
-erooketl nook of -lafid, intersccted by glades to'its extreine point, iis owntd by personsiin their
minority, as to seventy-five of aterm of ninety-nine ‘years, and is @ténguc of land timough which
jt.would bé impossible to’erect a good road, owing to the intersection of glades and the crooked-’
ness of its coursa.- e . T T . o
_:For the reasons above stated and many others which yoar petitioneys are able to offer, they
most humbly pray yonr, honourable bady, “that no 1aw may pass, which in any-re ?.'ect may in-
.jure or impede the ‘navigation of thié main south-wett branch of Dack-creek, but that1he aams
‘be cnjoyed as it has been-heretofore. o e
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